State Fower ¥
In 1897, the APPLE BLOSSOM. 1
[Pyrus coronaria) was designated Y A

the state flower. Sponsors noted it (g
wos “one of the most fragrant and beautiful

flowered species of apple.” It is native to
the sfate.

@ State Bird

In 1931, the AMERICAN
ROBIN (Turdus migratorius)
" was chosen the sfate bird.
It had been favored by the Michigan Audubon
Society. Sponsors called the robin “the best-
known and best-loved of all the birds in the
state of Michigan.”

State Soil

In 1990, KALKASKA
SAND was chosen as the
state soil. First identfied o5
a soil ype in 1927,
Kalkaska sand ranges in color from black fo
yellowish brown. It is ane of more than 500
soils found in the state. Unigue fo Michigan,
Kalkaska sand covers nearly a million acres in

29 Upper and Lower Peninsula counfies.

l 0 you call yourself a Michigander or a Michiganian?
D Both words mean you are from Michigan and proud of it

You can also be proud of the official state symbols that

represent the Great Lakes State in o colorful and special way,

In 1965, the b
{Hexagonoria pericamata)

was adopted as the state stone. The Petoskey

stone i fossilized coral that exited in the north-

em Lower Peninsula about 350 million years ago.

State Fish

e, fhe state fish. In 1988, the
o %, .
Michigan legislafure specified

the BROOK TROUT (Sohvelinus font-

nolis) as the state fish. The brook frout s naive
fo Michigan and found throughout the sate.

State Reptile

In 1995, the PAINTED TURTLE
(Chysemys pictc) wos chosen as
the state reptile after a group of Niles fith
groders discovered that Michigan did not have
a state reptile.

A\ 12002, the MASTODON {iammt
americonum) became the state fossil,
Fossils of the prehistoric mammal have been

found in more than 250 locations in the state.

& 1965, the TROUT was designated a5

State Tree

In 1955, the towering WHITE PINE
(Pinus strobus) was designated the
state free. It was chosen as a symbol of
one of Michigan's greatest industries.
From 1870 to the early 1900s,
Michigan led the nafion in lumber production.

State Gem

In 1972, CHLORASTROLITE {literally “green
star stone”) was adopted as the state gem.
e KnoWn as the lsle Royole
£y greenstone, Chlorastrolite
ranges in color from yellow-
green fo almost black. It is prim-

arlly found in the Upper Peninsula.

In 1998, the -

(s focusiris| wos designated as the
state wildflower. Native fo the state,
the endangered flower grows along
the northem shorelins of Lakes Michigan

and Huron.

State Game Mammal

In 1997, the WHITE-TAILED DEER
[Odocoileus virginionus) was desig-
noted the siate game mommal after
the successful lobbying efforts of a
group of Zeeland fourth graders.
Found in every Michigan county, the
white-failed deer is an important natural and
economic resource.




