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Introduction

About the Saginaw County Recreation Plan

Saginaw County has developed a Recreation Plan to serve as a guideline to
improve recreation facilities and develop new recreational opportunities. To that
end, this document forms the basis to guide policy for implementation of
improvements and new initiatives that will meet the recreational goals and
interests of the Saginaw County community. The Plan was guided by the
Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Commission. It is an update to the 2009-
2013 Recreation Plan published in 2009.

Before any Recreation Plan is adopted and enacted, it is first important to
understand what the needs of the residents are, what recreational opportunities
already exist, and what sort of projects are relevant for residents based on age,
ability, population, density, and the availability of recreational opportunities in
neighboring communities. This Plan has carefully considered input and
suggestions via active communication from County residents, County officials,
and other community stakeholders. This input is a critical component to this
Plan, and, together, the voices of Saginaw County have united to develop a
Recreation Plan to enhance the quality of life for everyone.

The foundation for the development of the Saginaw County Recreation Plan was
based on the following goals:

+ Involve the community in the process to develop a five-year
Recreation Plan,

+« ldentify and map existing Saginaw County recreational facilities,

+«+ Build common ground among Saginaw County stakeholders in
addressing the future recreational needs and priorities of the
County,

+ Enable Saginaw County to be eligible for financial assistance
based upon the Recreation Plan,

+ Facilitate interagency collaboration in establishing recreation
goals, objectives, and actions, and

+ Continue to support and implement improvements for barrier-free,
Universal Access to County parks.
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Broadly speaking, Saginaw County officials intend to use this Plan to continue to
guide their work on all future recreational and parks projects within the County. It
is also a strategic document that articulates specific goals to various agencies
and organizations that fund local recreational and parks improvement projects.
Specifically, this Plan is developed in accordance with the guidelines for
Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans published by
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR). A five-year, MDNR-
approved Recreation Plan is necessary for Saginaw County to pursue MDNR-
administered grants. This Recreation Plan is written for a single county, Saginaw
County. It covers all aspects of recreation within the community.

Residents at a kayaking class on William H. Haithco Lake.
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Community Description
About Saginaw County

Saginaw County is located in central Lower Michigan. See Figure 1. Counties
that are adjacent to Saginaw include Bay and Midland Counties to the north,
Tuscola County to the east, Gratiot County to the west, and Genesee and
Shiawassee Counties to the south. Organized in 1835, Saginaw County was
settled as a lumbering and fur trading community. Outside of the urbanized area
in and around Saginaw, the county remains a largely rural agricultural
community. Saginaw is the county seat and it is home to several automotive-
related manufacturing facilities.

Saginaw County contains three cities, 27
townships and five incorporated villages.
According to the 2010 U.S. Census, the
population of Saginaw County was 200,169.

The 2000 population was 210,839 showing a
population decrease of approximately 5.1% from
2000 to 2010. The July 2012 U.S. Census
estimate of the population was 198,353, showing
that the County population is continuing to
decline. This is reflective of a sluggish economy
in Michigan during the decade from 2000-2010,
which had been exacerbated by the impact of
the 2007-2009 housing-based economic
recession still impacting the nation. However, the
state economy’s recent improvements, including
the fourth straight year of job growth and an
accelerating recovery of the housing sector,
show positive signs for reinvestment and
stabilization in Saginaw County and the State as
a whole.

Figure 1 — Saginaw County is located in central
Lower Michigan

As of the 2010 census, four communities in Saginaw County have more than
10,000 people: Saginaw (51,508), Saginaw Township (40,840), Thomas
Township (11,985), and Bridgeport Township (10,514). These communities
account for 57% of the population in Saginaw County. Two Townships and two
Villages have less than 1,000 people. Those are Marion Township (923),
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Zilwaukee Township (67), the Village of Merrill (778), and the Village of Oakley

(290).

Other general population characteristics regarding Saginaw County are shown

below.

Saginaw County Demographic Data— 2010 U.S. Census

Population 200,169
Median Age 39.5 years
Total Households 79,011
Housing units occupied by renters 27.7%
Median Household Income* $42,828
Total population with a disability* 30,810
Population with bachelor’'s degree or higher* 18.8%

*These figures are based off of 2008-2012 5-year American Community Survey (ACS) estimates.

Saginaw County is approximately 818 square miles in size, or 521,800 acres.
Major state roadways that carry traffic north to south across the county are M-83,
M-13, M-52, M-84, and |-75. Roadways that carry traffic east to west across the

county are M-57, M-46, and M-81.
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Figure 2 — Communities and major roadways in
Saginaw County
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There are large tracts of public or semi-
public lands in Saginaw County. The
largest tracts are controlled by the
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) and the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service. The DNR lands
include the Gratiot-Saginaw State
Game Area in Marion and Brant
Townships; the Shiawassee River State
Game area in St. Charles, Swan Creek,
James, and Bridgeport Townships; and
the Crow Island State Game Area in
Zilwuakee Township, Kochville
Township, Carrollton Township, and
Buena Vista Township. The
Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge,
owned by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, is located mostly in Spaulding
and James Township.

Community Description | Saginaw County Recreation Plan, 2014-2018



The other public or semi-public lands are largely golf courses, and County, City,
and Township parks. Figure 3 shows the Conservation and Resource Lands
(CARL) in Saginaw County, based upon mapping data from the Nature
Conservancy and Ducks Unlimited.

The Tittabawassee, Shiawassee, Cass, and Flint Rivers are all major tributaries
of the Saginaw River in Saginaw County. Each river and its corridor provide
unique fish and wildlife habitat in Michigan. Migratory birds in the Atlantic and
Mississippi flyways use these river corridors, especially those in the Shiawassee
River “flats” area in the central portion of the County. Anglers from across the
state enjoy the walleye fishing in Saginaw County, particularly in the
Tittabawassee and Saginaw Rivers.

Figure 3 — The green shaded areas show publicly and privately held conservation and
resource lands in Saginaw County. The large green areas in the center of the county are
the Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge and the Shiawassee River State Game Area.
(Source: The Nature Conservancy and Ducks Unlimited)
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Administrative Structure

About the Saginaw County Recreation Parks &
Recreation Commission

Policy-Making Bodies

The Saginaw County Board of Commissioners is the governing body of the
County of Saginaw. The Board consists of 11 Commissioners who are elected
by district. Board decisions that affect the Parks and Recreation Commission are
first acted upon by its County Services Committee. The committee is comprised
of the Chairman of the Board and three additional Commissioners.

The Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Commission was formed in 1969
under the provisions of the Michigan County, Regional Parks and Recreation Act,
Act 261 of the Public Acts of 1965. The Parks and Recreation Commission is
authorized to plan, develop, maintain, and supervise park land, and to establish
rules for the protection, regulation, and control of its facilities. All actions of the
Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Commission are subject to the approval
of the Saginaw County Board of Commissioners.

The County Parks and Recreation Commission is composed of ten members.
Four of the members are represented on the Commission by statute:

e Chairperson of the Saginaw County Road Commission
e Saginaw County Public Works Commissioner
e Chairperson of the Saginaw County Metropolitan Planning Commission

¢ No less than one and no more than three members of the Saginaw County
Board of Commissioners

The remaining four to six members (to total ten Commissioners) are members of
the Saginaw County community at large. They are appointed for three year
terms by the County Commission.

The Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Commission meets monthly.
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Management Structure and Staff

The Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Commission establishes policies,
develops plans, approves grant applications and land acquisitions, establishes a
budget, and approves fee structures. The Department of Parks and Recreation
is responsible for operating and maintaining the parks, making the day-to-day
decisions regarding financial expenditures, and implementing development
plans.

The Director of the Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Commission oversees
all activities and functions of the Parks Commission. Four full-time employees,
and approximately 30-35 seasonal employees, work under his direction.
Maintenance operations at the County parks are combined with overall Saginaw
County maintenance activities under the direction of the County’s Maintenance
Director. The parks maintenance functions are funded through the Parks and
Recreation Commission’s budget as a purchase of services from the County.
Some limited maintenance activities including grass-cutting and snow-plowing
are contracted to the private sector and to other County departments. An
organizational chart is shown below.

County Board of
Commissioners

County Services
Committee
County Parks &
Recreation Commission

|

Parks & Recreation

Director |~~~ T T T T T T T |
I |
[ I I ] |
. . . Qutdoor Recreation |
Parks Specialist Assistant Director & Events Office Manager I
I Coordinator |
Seasonal |
Employees (30-35) :
County Maintenance _

Biede [ ———

.

Booth Attendants

Grounds Attendants

Figure 4 — Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Organization Chart
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Funding and Budgets

Funding for Parks and Recreation in Saginaw County primarily comes from three
County-wide recreation millages passed in 1990, 2000 and 2010. Other sources
of funding include user fees, pavilion rentals, program fees, season passes,
grants and donations. User fees are charged in the form of motor vehicle
entrance fees at Haithco Recreation Area and Imerman Memorial Park.
Pavilions are rented at Price Nature Center, Imerman Memorial Park, and
Haithco Recreation Area.

Budgets for the current and previous year are shown below:

Figure 5
Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Budget

2014 2013
Operation and Maintenance $871,081 $832,208
Programming $10,000 $38,000
Capital Improvements $29,000 $29,597
Total $910,081 $899,905

Programming

Saginaw County Parks and Recreation runs many different programs tailored to
a wide variety of users including families, adults, nature-enthusiasts and dogs.
Some of its family programming includes play dates, family campfires, outdoor
cooking, fun runs, a family fishing festival and Children’s Fun Day. Adult
programming includes fitness classes, travel programs, golf cart rides and more.
The Parks and Recreation Commission also facilitates a few nature programs
include kayaking, Zombie Survival School, hikes and geocaching. Activities for
dog owners and their dogs include Howl-O-Ween, Dog Days of Summer and a
winter dog event. A summary of the 2012 programs with attendance is shown in
Appendix G.
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Volunteers

Volunteers work at a variety of Saginaw County Parks and Recreation events.
The Optimist Club and the Saginaw Bay Walleye Club volunteer at Catch Me If
You Can, an annual family fishing festival. Over 20 different organizations
volunteer and host activities at Children’s Fun Day every year. The Zombie
Survival School has area volunteers that serve as zombies and leaders. Several
other outdoor education classes are run by volunteers from the Association for
Youth Outdoor Adventures and local Boy Scout troops. Dog events generally
have volunteers from Pet Supplies Plus and the Great Lakes Bay Animal Society.
Other smaller programs also have local community members that volunteer as
well.

Relationships with Other Agencies Involved in Recreation

In addition to the volunteer groups described above, Saginaw County Parks and
Recreation staff also work with some other groups and agencies to provide
recreation to county residents. The Great Lakes Bay Regional Trail Committee is
actively pursuing the development of rail trails between Saginaw, Bay, and
Midland counties. The Public Libraries of Saginaw, Great Start Collaborative,
YMCA of Saginaw, Buckley's Mountainside Canoe, Saginaw Spirit, PRIDE in
Saginaw, Special Olympics, Saginaw Valley State University, Apple Mountain,
Mid Michigan Waste Authority, Midland Parks and Recreation Department, Titan
Golf, 98 FM KCQ Country Radio, Next Media and the Chippewa Nature Center
are just a few other organizations that work with Saginaw County Parks and
Recreation to provide events and activities for the community.
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Commission

Recreation Inventory :

Parks Owned and Operated by the
Saginaw County Parks & Recreation

Introduction

In order to plan for parks and recreation in the future, the types of facilities that
currently exist in Saginaw County need to be examined. It is also helpful to
compare these existing facilities to various standards as one measure of the
adequacy of the parks and recreation facilities in the area. The inventory was
completed by updating the inventory used in the previous Plan. The planning
consultant and County recreation staff worked together to make necessary
updates or revisions. They also conducted an accessibility review of each park’s
facilities.

The Recommended Classification System for Local and Regional Open Space
from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) defines several
types of parks. Three of these are applicable to and found within the parks
owned and operated by the Saginaw County Parks & Recreation Commission.

A Mini-Park is less than one acre in size and is less than 1/4 mile from a
residential setting. It is used to address limited, isolated or unique recreational
needs. Neighborhood Parks are generally 5 - 10 acres in size and they serve
as the recreational and social focus of a neighborhood. Their service area is
generally 1/4 to 1/2 mile. School-Parks can combine parks with school sites to
help meet the recreational space needs for the community. Mini-parks,
neighborhood parks, and school parks all tend to be part of a smaller municipal
park system such as is found in a city or village. Community Parks serve a
broader purpose than Neighborhood Parks. They have more amenities and
usually serve two or more neighborhoods within 1/2 to three miles and are
generally 30 - 50 acres in size. A Special Use facility is oriented toward single-
purpose use, such as a soccer complex.

The three classifications of parks that can be found in Saginaw County are
Natural Resource Area, Large Urban Park, and Park-Trail. A Natural Resource
Area is land set aside for preservation of significant natural resources, remnant
landscapes, open space, and visual aesthetics/buffering. A Large Urban Park is
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typically 50 to 75 acres and its focus is on meeting community-based recreational
needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces. A Park-Trail
is a multipurpose trail located within greenways, parks, and natural resource
areas.

Saginaw County Parks Overview

The Saginaw County Parks & Recreation Commission owns or manages 553
acres of park land ranging in size from 75 acres to 200 acres, including about
11.5 miles of paved non-motorized pathway. These parks include three Natural
Resource Areas, two Large Urban Parks, and one Park-Trail. A brief description
of each park is given below. A park location map is shown below. An inventory
chart and maps of the individual parks are shown at the end of this section.

Parks Location Map
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Imerman Memorial Park

Area: 96 Acres

Location: 3495 Midland Road, Saginaw Township

Park Classification: Large Urban Park

Accessibility: 3 (most of the facilities/park areas meet MDNR accessibility
guidelines)

Imerman Memorial Park, entrance gate off M-47 in Saginaw Township. (Imagery:
Microsoft Virtual Earth)

Imerman Memorial Park has 34,750 feet of frontage on the Tittabawassee River.
With access to the river, you can fish from shore, rent a canoe, or launch your
own boat. This popular park offers a variety of recreation facilities complemented
by attractive natural features. Four park pavilions are available through
reservations and are regularly booked solid for group picnics throughout the
summer months. A large playground receives heavy use in the spring, summer
and fall. Visitors also enjoy tennis, volleyball, softball, horseshoes, cross-country
skiing, and other activities. The facility also offers a scenic one-and-a-quarter
(1.25) mile riverfront hiking trail. A quarter-mile (0.25) long trail is located in the
interior of the park. The park also has modern and rustic restroom facilities. A
waterfront area includes a riverfront pavilion with viewing deck, floating dock for
fishing, interpretive displays, and a parking area. The Steven A. Kirshenbaum
Memorial Bark Park is open all year long.
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William H. Haithco Recreation Area

Area: 76 Acres

Location: 2121 Schust Road, Saginaw Township

Park Classification: Large Urban Park

Accessibility: 3 (most of the facilities/park areas meet MDNR accessibility
guidelines)

William H. Haithco Recreation Area, aerial view of beach. (Imagery: Microsoft Virtual
Earth)

William H. Haithco Recreation Area is a beautiful park with a 40 acre man-made
lake. The park offers a lifeguard supervised beach, sand volleyball courts,
paddleboat rentals, horseshoes, playground, fishing access, and modern
restrooms. There are five pavilions available for rent, two on the north end and
three on the south end of the park. The park is conveniently located off I-675 at
the Tittabawassee Road exit.

I

o
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Price Nature Center

Area: 186 Acres

Location: 6685 Sheridan Road, Bridgeport Township

Park Classification: Natural Resource Area

Accessibility: 2 (some of the facilities/park areas meet MDNR accessibility
guidelines)

o e

Price Nature Center, Sheridan Road entrance in Bridgeport Township. (Imagery:
Microsoft Virtual Earth)

Price Nature Center is located five miles south of Saginaw; this park offers nearly
three miles of hiking trails through its 186 acres. Additionally, the park offers one
pavilion available for rent with a play area nearby. A group campground is also
available for those interested in rustic camping.
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Ringwood Forest

Area: 160 Acres

Location: South of the Village of St. Charles on Ring Road, Brant Township
Park Classification: Natural Resource Area

Accessibility: 2 (some of the facilities/park areas meet MDNR accessibility
guidelines)

Virtual Earth)

Ringwood Forest is the most ruggedly beautiful of all Saginaw County parks. The
160 acres include some of Michigan’s oldest forest plantations. This park’s three
miles of trails offer picnickers, nature lovers, hikers and cross country skiers
towering pine forests, hilly terrain, fishing access and canoe launch on the Bad
River. If you are interested in picnicking, Ringwood has a pavilion available on a
first come first serve basis, along with a playground and rustic restroom facilities.
The park is under lease from the University of Michigan.
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Veterans Memorial Park

Area: 35 Acres
Location: On the west side of M-13, Zilwaukee Township
Park Classification: Natural Resource Area

Accessibility: 2 (some of the facilities/park areas meet MDNR accessibility
guidelines)

Veterans Memorial Park, on the Saginaw River in Zilwaukee Township. (Imagery:
Microsoft Virtual Earth)

Veterans Memorial Park is a 1.5-mile parkway on the Saginaw River, near the
border with Bay County. It features picnic areas, fishing and boat launch access.
The launch was completed in 1982 with assistance from the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources Waterways Division. The launch is heavily
used, reflecting interest in boating and fishing on the Saginaw River.
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Saginaw Valley Rail Trail

Area: 10 miles

Location: Main trailhead begins at Lumberjack Park, Village of St. Charles
Park Classification: Non-Motorized Tralil

Accessibility: 4 (entire park meets MDNR accessibility guidelines)

Saginaw Valley Rail Trail, crossing the Bad River in St. Charles. (Imagery: Microsoft
Virtual Earth)

The Saginaw Valley Rail Trail is an 11.5-mile paved non-motorized pathway.
The trail starts just south of the Bad River in the Village of St. Charles
Lumberjack Park and ends at Stroebel Road in James Township. The trail
provides for many types of non-motorized transportation, including horseback
riding along a nine mile portion.
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The Parks and Recreation Commission, with the help of the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) and local foundations, secured the
funds to acquire the abandoned railroad right-of-way that comprise the facility
through an MDNR Trust Fund grant. Transportation Enhancement grants from
the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) were used to develop the
first mile (Phase |) of the trail, as well as a segment of the trail connecting it to
Van Wormer Road and a bridge over Swan Creek (Phase Il B). MDNR Trust
Fund grants were used for Phase Il A and Phase lll. The trail also features
several bridges over various rivers and creeks, wetland areas, a wildlife viewing
platform, and a variety of different habitats.

Accessibility

Creating a park system that is safe, accessible and usable to all individuals within
the County, including those with disabilities, is essential. A grading system has
been developed by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) to
easily identify those parks and facilities which are most and least handicap
accessible based on the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) guidelines. The
accessibility grading system uses a five-point system ranging from one (1), none
of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines, to five (5), the entire park
was developed and/or renovated using the principals of universal design.

MDNR Accessibility Grading System for Parks and Recreational Facilities

Accessibility

Grade Definition
1 None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.
2 Some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.
3 Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines.
4 The entire park meets accessibility guidelines.
5 The entire park was developed/renovated using the principles of universal

design.

An Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance assessment of Saginaw
County’s parks was conducted during the fall of 2008 and was re-evaluated in
2013. The assessment consisted of a visual inspection of each park in regards
to access and circulation in relation to the park facilities. As noted in the
inventory listing, some of the parks do not meet all criteria for handicap
accessibility. The Saginaw County Parks & Recreation Commission will continue
its efforts towards improving accessibility at each of the parks when
improvements are made. This includes accessible parking, paths, restrooms,
activity areas, amenities, and signage.
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Comparison to Standards

General recreation industry standards suggest a minimum of 5 to 10 acres of
regional park land per 1,000 citizens. With 200,169 citizens, this translates to
approximately 1,001 to 2,002 acres for the Saginaw County community. With
553 acres in its park system, this means additional park land is needed to meet
these general guidelines. However, this analysis does not account for the vast
array of parks and recreational facilities already provided by the 35 municipalities
in Saginaw County. The Parks & Recreation Commission can optimize the
recreational resources available to all residents in the County by supporting the
other recreation provided by these municipalities.

More recent park guidelines indicate that the “Level of Service” desired by the
community must also be considered. If Saginaw County residents’ needs are
met with the existing amount of park land and facilities, then that amount is
sufficient. However, there may be additional needs based upon the unique
recreational demands of this community. This is why the community input
portion of a Recreation Plan is so important. The County needs to understand
the wishes of the community it serves in order to provide the level of service
desired by its residents.

As a supplement to the recommended standards for park acreage, data from the
Sporting Goods Manufacturers Association (SGMA) is another way to help
understand recreation trends. It is important to be aware of national recreation
trends to be able to anticipate activities which will incorporate a large number of
participants and those which show the greatest growth in popularity. The SGMA
conducts an annual survey that analyzes the size of sports product markets in
order to determine sports participation trends. Results of the 2012 Sports and
Fitness Participation Report are given in Appendix B.

Recreation Grant History

The Saginaw County Parks & Recreation Commission has received fifteen
recreation related grants for its parks, based on information provided by a grant
coordinator at the Michigan DNR in Fall 2013. See Figure 6, on page 20, for a full
listing of grants received for Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Facilities.
See Figure 7, on page 21, for an inventory of all parks and recreation facilities in
Saginaw County. Appendix A includes aerial photos of County Parks and
Recreation facilities.
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Figure 6

GRANT HISTORY OF SAGINAW COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES

Grant Title

Price Nature
Center

Price Nature
Center

Price Nature
Center

Imerman Park

Ringwood Forest

S & HLake

S & HLake

Haithco
Recreation Area
Phase Il

Imerman
Memorial Park

Ringwood Forest
Improvements

William H.
Haithco
Recreation

Haithco Lake
Phase lll

Saginaw Valley
Rail Trail

Saginaw Valley
Rail Trail
Project

Saginaw Valley
Rail Trail

* TF = Michigan DNR Trust Fund

Grant
Number

26-01087

TF503

TF716

26-01291

26-01395

TF1075

TF87-271

TF88-095

BF89-540

BF89-542

BF90-136

BF93-054

TF94-213

TF01-082

TF03-119

Grant Type

Development

Acquisition

Acquisition

Development

Development

Acquisition

Development

Development

Development

Development

Development

Development

Acquisition

Development

Development

LWCF = Land and Water Conservation Fund

BF = Bond Fund

Grant
Source*

LWCF

TF

TF

LWCF

LWCF

TF

TF

TF

BF

BF

BF

BF

TF

TF

TF

Year

1979

1981

1983

1984

1985

1985

1987

1988

1989

1989

1990

1993

1994

2001

2003

Amount
Awarded

$64,010.00

$25,000.00

$12,000.00

$76,433.00

$25,413.00

$247,500.00

$400,000.00

$335,250.00

$35,500.00

$38,500.00

$54,300.00

$256,100.00

$90,000.00

$493,000.00

$493,000.00

Description

Develop: includes drive, parking, picnic
pavilion, tables, grills, play area,
restroom/storage building signs, fencing, and
utilities.

Acquisition of 35 acres as an addition to Price
Nature Center.

To acquire approximately 12 acres of land
bordering on two sides of the existing Price
Nature Center property.

Site preparation, grading, seeding and
planting, open picnic shelter, dock, shoreline
stabilization, lighting, parking lot, picnic
equipment, and LWCF sign.

Roads, parking, picnic/play area, interpretive
displays and sledding hill overlook.

To acquire approximately 39.3 acres of land
with a 40-acre man-made lake.

To develop Saginaw County's first public
swimming beach, fishing opportunities,
picnicking and passive recreation.

To develop a swimming beach, activity center,
fishing areas, expansion of parking lot.

Shoreline stabilization, pave boat launch,
recoat tennis and basketball courts, tot lot.

Asphalt paving of entry, parking area, and
canoe launch area.

Expand parking capacity.

Phase Ill project enhances active and passive
recreational use through facility construction
and natural area development.

The Saginaw Valley Rail Trail will be 10.5 miles
long with trailheads at Lumberjack Park in St.
Charles and at Paine's Junction in James
Township.

Development of the Saginaw Valley Rail Trail
from Martin Road in St. Charles to Benkert
Road and construction of a fishing platform and
a wildlife viewing station.

Development of 3.2 miles of 12-foot wide paved
pathway continuing the Saginaw Valley Rail
Trail from Van Wormer Road to Stroebel Road.
The project will include road crossings,
fencings/plantings, restroom/storage facility,
and staging area.

Y[\M Recreation Inventory | Saginaw County Recreation Plan, 2014-2018
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Acres

Park Type

Service Area

Accessibility

Basketball
Courts

Boat Launch
Boat Rental

Concessions

Cross
Country
Skiing
Dog Park
Fishing

Group
Camping
Horseshoes

Interpretive
Displays

Pavilion
Picnicking
Playground
Restrooms

Swimming
Beach

Tennis
Courts

Trails

Volleyball

Others

William H.
Haithco
Recreation
Area

76

Large Urban
Park

Saginaw
County

3

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes
yes
sailboard

beach, scuba
diving

Imerman
Memorial
Park

96

Large Urban
Park
Saginaw
County

3
2

yes

yes

yes

yes
yes

yes

yes

yes
yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

roller hockey
rink

Figure 7
SAGINAW COUNTY PARKS INVENTORY

&e‘efaﬂs Price Nature Ringwood
emorial
Center Forest
Park
35 186 160
Natural Natural Natural
Resource Area  Resource Area  Resource Area
Saginaw Saginaw Saginaw
County County County
2 2 2
yes yes (canoe)
yes yes
yes yes
yes
yes
yes yes
yes yes yes
yes yes
yes yes yes
yes yes
virgin L
hardwood historic pine
plantation
stand

Saginaw
Valley Rail
Trail
11.5 miles

Park-Trail

Saginaw
County

4

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

yes

wildlife
observation
platform, 2
pocket parks,
equestrian trail

Recreation Inventory | Saginaw County Recreation Plan, 2014-2018
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Public Input

The Foundation for the Development
of Recreational Goals

Overview

To comply with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ Guidelines for
the Development of Community Park, Recreation Open Space and Greenway
Plans, the Saginaw County Parks & Recreation Commission offered three
opportunities for public input, along with a 30-day period for review and comment
on the draft Recreation Plan.

The first opportunity for public input was an online survey. It was made available
through links on the home page of Saginaw County (www.saginawcounty.com)
and on the main page for the Parks & Recreation Commission
(www.saginawcounty.com/parks). The survey was available for approximately
three weeks from mid-December 2013 through early January 2014. The results
of the survey are discussed in more detail later in this section. A compilation of all
responses and comments from the survey are provided in Appendix C.

The online survey was well publicized. The Director of Parks and Recreation
issued announcements on the County Parks website on Friday, December 13,
2013 and on social media including Facebook, Pinterest, and Twitter about the
launch of the online survey. An article was in MLive on Wednesday, December
25, 2013, and included numerous comments from area residents. This
notification and publicity information is included in Appendix D.

After the draft was completed on January 6, 2014, it was advertised as available
for public review and comment for 30 days in the Parks & Recreation
Commission office and the Hoyt Public Library. The third and final public input
opportunity was at an advertised public meeting held on February 6, 2014 at the
Saginaw County Governmental Center.

Public Input | Saginaw County Recreation Plan, 2014-2018



Online Survey Results

About the Respondents

By the end of Friday, January 3, 2014, 182 people had responded to the online
survey. Most of the respondents (just over 77%) have lived in Saginaw County
for over 20 years, as indicated by Question #10. Just over 12% have lived in the
County between 11 to 19 years. Together, these two groups account for about
90% of the responses. This rate of response from long-term Saginaw County
residents could be an indicator of a stronger willingness to participate in the
survey because they are likely to be more aware of the County’s parks and feel a
stronger attachment to them.

From Question #11, more than 47% of the respondents had three to five people
living in their households. Another 37% were from households with just two
persons. Just fewer than 12% were from single-person households. The other
4% came from a household with six or more persons.

In terms of age (Question #12), 34% of the respondents were 50 to 64 years old.
About 25% were 40 to 49 years old. Just fewer than 16% were between the
ages of 30 and 39 years. Another 8% were 18 to 29 years old. Those aged 65
and over comprised around 15% of the survey responses. Four persons, totaling
about 2% of respondents, under the age of 18 completed the survey. According
to the 2010 U.S. Census for Saginaw County, about 21% of the population is
between the ages of 50 to 64. This age group showed a relatively high
representation of community input through the survey, representing about 34% of
all respondents. A summary of the results to the survey is contained in Appendix
C. The following paragraphs and charts discuss the results and summarize the
open-ended questions.

Frequency of Park Usage, and the Most Visited Parks

Question #1 asked, “How many times have you visited each of the following
County Parks in the past year?” This question included a matrix of response
choices so respondents could check all the parks they used in the past year and
answer how many times they had visited each park. The following chart shows
how the parks are getting used. The Saginaw Valley Rail Trail is a clear standout
regarding regular visitors, with 122 respondents (approximately 69 percent)
having used that park and more than one out of every four respondents having
visited more than 10 times in the past year. Imerman Memorial Park and William
H. Haithco Recreation Area are also popular parks. 131 respondents, or

Public Input | Saginaw County Recreation Plan, 2014-2018



approximately 74 percent, had visited Imerman Memorial Park, while 102
respondents, or about 58 percent, had visited William H. Haithco Recreation
Area in the past year.

80 -
70
70 4 66
60 -
[ 47
40 A 01-3times
0 || B 2e 1 m4- 9times
R E10- 151imes
8
20 13 B More than 15 times
10 v 5 7
o1
O T T T — T
Imerman WilliamH. Saginaw Veterans Ringwood Price
Memorial Haithco ValleyRail Memorial Forest Nature
Park Recreation Trail Park Centar
Area

Question 1 - How many times have you visited each of the following County Parks in the past year?

Reasons People go to the County Parks

Question #2 asked, “Why do you and/or your family visit Saginaw County parks?”
The following chart shows the reasons. Respondents could check all the
reasons why they used the parks in the past year. Most use the County parks for
fitness and exercise (68%). About 56% want to go out and enjoy nature. About
23% answered the open-ended portion of the question, and their reasons ranged
from taking their dog to the dog park, going fishing, taking photographs, cross-
country running, and enjoying low-cost activities.

140 :
119 Question 2 -

120 - o Why do you

100 1 and/or your

80 68 family visit

60 - Saginaw County

41 40
40 parks?
20 | l l
0 - T T T
Fitness and To enjoy nature Casual/informal To attend a Other
exercise use Parks and

Recreation
program
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Other Recreational Facilities Needed

Question #3 asked, “What additional facilities/amenities would you like to see
added to Saginaw County parks?” Respondents were allowed to make
suggestions in a comment box attached to each amenity listed in this question
indicating at which facilities they’d like to see them. In total, 156 respondents
answered this question. Most of the respondents identified countywide priorities
for different amenities without assigning them to a specific park facility. Seventy-
eight selections out of a total of 478 were assigned to specific park facilities.

The following chart shows countywide preferences for various amenities. At the
top of the list were walking/biking paths, with 58.3% of respondents suggesting
that they would like to see more of these across the various County Parks. This
rose from only 41.7% of respondents in 2009. The next two most popular items
overall were restrooms (36.5%) and kayak/canoe rentals (29.5%), which rose
from 23.6% in 2009. The emphasis on drinking fountains has dropped, with the
proportion of respondents interested in adding these falling from 35.4% to 25.6%
in the last five years, suggesting that these may now be more accessible to park
users. More park land and splash parks were next (23.7% and 22.4%
respectively), followed by pavilions and picnic areas and disc golf at 20.5% each.

Among desired amenities at specific parks, responses were varied. Imerman
Memorial Park and William H. Haithco Recreation Area received the greatest
number of responses, at 38 and 21 respectively. At Imerman Memorial Park, 9
respondents favored walking/biking paths, while a splash park and restrooms
were favored by 7 respondents each. At William H. Haithco Recreation Area, 7
respondents favored a splash park

191

while five respondents favored a
dog beach or dog park.
Respondents were also allowed to
enter comments for other desired
amenities. Popular responses
included parks in the City of
Saginaw, fishing piers and boat

40
5735 35 37 3
22 22
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Question 3 - What additional facilities/amenities would you like
to see added to Saginaw County parks?
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are included in Appendix C.

Public Input | Saginaw County Recreation Plan, 2014-2018



Other Recreational Programs or Activities Needed

Question #4 asked, “What types of activities would you like to see more of?”
Respondents could check all that applied. This question was answered by 136
respondents. As shown in the chart below, 73 respondents (54%) said more
nature or outdoor-based classes and programs are needed. Adult programs
were desired by 54 respondents (40%), and 50 respondents (37%) desired more
fitness classes. Of the 20 respondents that chose “other,” suggestions included
activities linked to Boy Scout merit badges, fishing, dog training classes, and
programs for the elderly.

80 73
70 65

Residents taking a golf cart tour
of the Saginaw Valley Rail Trall,
Fall 2013.

Residents learning to Snowshoe, Winter 2013.
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Evaluation of Various Aspects of Saginaw County Parks and Recreation

Question #5 asked, “Please evaluate the following aspects of Saginaw County
Parks and Recreation.” Respondents could rate the quality of programs, the
quality/friendliness of staff, the variety of facilities/amenities, maintenance and
appearance of parks, and safety and security. For each of these five aspects,
respondents consistently rated them favorably. Maintenance and appearance
received the most favorable response, with 132 respondents (78.6%) evaluating
these features as good or very good across the County. Safety and security also
scored very favorably, with 124 respondents (74.6%) evaluating safety and
security at County park facilities as good or very good.

Quality/ Friendliness of Safety and Security Maintenance & Variety of Amenities Quality of Frograms
Staff Appearance

Question 5 - Please evaluate the following aspects of Saginaw County Parks and Recreation.

Students of the Zombie Survival School at Price Nature Center, Fall 2013.
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Addressing Park Accessibility and Persons with Disabilities

Question #6 asked, “If there is a person with a disability in your family, please
indicate which of the following would make the Saginaw County parks more user-
friendly for you and your family member.” Of the 21% who had members of their
family with a disability, they thought paved trails and accessible restrooms would
help make the parks more user-friendly. These responses are shown below.

19
13
12
12 -
10 -
8 - 7
6
6 -
4 4
4
2- .
0 - T T T T T T 1

Pavedtrails Accessible Accessible Flatter, easier Accessibile Accessible Other
restrooms  waterfront grades parking playgrounds
access

Question 6 - If there is a person with a disability in your family, please
indicate which of the following would make the Saginaw County parks more
user-friendly for you and your family member.

Park Funding

Question #7 asked, “Saginaw County's parks are primarily supported by a voter-
approved 0.1615 mill tax levy. This equals approximately $12 annually on a
home with a $75,000 taxable value. This tax levy will be up for renewal in 2015
and may appear for a vote on the ballot in August 2014. How do you feel about
this tax levy which supports your Saginaw County parks?” About 55% of the
respondents believe the levy is fair and would support its renewal in 2015. About
34% would support an increase in the levy. About 10% would not support any
renewal or increase in the Saginaw County parks tax levy.

Public Input | Saginaw County Recreation Plan, 2014-2018



eeccccccscccce

Likes, Dislikes, and Other Comments

The last two questions in the survey asked respondents to write in answers for
what they liked (Question #8) about Saginaw County Parks and Recreation and
what they would do to improve them (Question #9). Many comments on a variety
of topics were received for both questions. When asked what they liked best
about Saginaw County Parks and Recreation, 123 respondents offered
comments. Features receiving the most favorable comments included trail

35 33
Question 8 - What do you like best

about Saginaw County Parks and

30 -

25 )
Recreation? — A summary of
20

comments.

15
10

facilities and walking / biking
access, accessibility and
proximity to residents, open
space and natural areas,
and maintenance.

Regarding what
respondents thought could
be done in terms of
improving the parks, 108
people answered this
guestion and offered ideas
about various issues. The
table below lists responses
for broad categories of

features in need of improvement at County park facilities. The most common
areas of concern included increasing and expanding existing trails and walking
and biking areas, improving maintenance, and expanding programs.

254 23
20 -

15 - 13 summary of comments.

Question 9 - What do you like least about
Saginaw County Parks and Recreation? — A
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Goals & Objectives

Transforming Ideas into Reality

Developing goals and objectives is an important part of the parks and recreation
planning process. The overall goal of the Parks & Recreation Commission is to
provide recreation opportunities for the Saginaw County community and region it
serves. More specific goals are based on the demographic characteristics of the
population served, the physical and environmental characteristics of the area,
and the input of the community.

Goals are the broadest level of planning. They are over-reaching and general.
Objectives carry out the purpose of the goal. An action program is the most
specific planning level, as it identifies specific projects and programs to be
pursued over the next five years. The action program can include organizational,
staffing, programming, public information, and operation and maintenance
actions. The Saginaw County Parks & Recreation Commission formulated the
following goals and objectives based upon the characteristics of the overall
community, the input received at the open house, the online survey, comments
received on the project blog, and other factors such as sports participation
trends.

Goal A: Promote multi-use path connectivity throughout the three-county region.

The Saginaw Valley Rail Trail extends for almost eleven miles through the
southwestern portion of Saginaw County and, based on the comments received
from all the types of input received for this Plan, it is wildly popular. One could
say it is the jewel of the parks system. About 68% of the online survey
respondents are using the County parks for fithess and exercise
purposes such as walking, hiking, and bicycling, and the Saginaw
Valley Rail Trail certainly satisfies that need. By sheer force of its
popularity, the rail trail is a tremendous asset that is used
frequently and has broad-based support. Community input
survey results show that interest in expanding trails and
opportunities for walking, hiking and biking throughout the County
is very high. This could be because residents feel a need to
expand upon the Rail Trail's benefits and to make them more
accessible through an expanded trail network. Furthermore, all
The Saginaw Valley Rail Trail over forms of non-motorized transportation are becoming increasingly
the Bad River in St. Charles. important across the United States. Multi-use paths, paved
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trails, and bike lanes are increasingly being used for recreation and
transportation purposes. Of course, as with any park or trail, improvements are
necessary and enhancements will go a long way toward ensuring long-term
viability as well as increasing the quality of life for Saginaw County residents.
The following objectives are designed to support this goal and to help strengthen
the Saginaw Valley Rail Trail over the years. Furthermore, Saginaw County
participated in the 2008 Tri-County Regional Path Study conducted to plan for
linking Saginaw, Bay, and Midland Counties and the various existing paths within
them. A proposed Tri-County Regional Path Study map is shown in Appendix H.

Objectives:
1. Participate in the ongoing Regional Path project and continue to work with
surrounding Counties.
2. Determine possibility of expanding the Saginaw Valley Rail Trail south of
the Village of St. Charles to Chesaning.
3. Develop the first phase of the trail link from Zilwaukee to Bay City.

Goal B: Promote and provide diverse recreational opportunities to satisfy all age
groups and levels of ability.

Providing a diverse range of recreation opportunities that are appropriate for
different age groups and user types will help improve the health and fitness, as
well as the quality of life for Saginaw County residents. These opportunities will
also be fun and create lasting memories and should help retain families in
Saginaw County. Census information
shows that Saginaw County is aging
relatively fast when compared to the rest
of Michigan, and improvements to
recreation may help encourage more
participation across the population
spectrum. Results from the online
survey, specifically Question #4 which
addressed other recreational programs or
activities needed in County parks, show a

need for programs for children as well as
adults. Jumping in at the Polar Plunge on William

H. Haithco Lake, Winter 2013.
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Objectives:

1. Continue to add amenities to Saginaw County park facilities based upon

community input and need.

2. Provide passive and active programming for a variety of ages and abilities
of the population throughout Saginaw County.

3. Continue to work with existing recreation partners in the community to
provide support to programs and special events. Explore options for new
and expanded partnerships to provide additional recreational

opportunities.

Goal C: Develop recreation opportunities that focus on and take advantage of
Saginaw County’s water resources such as the Tittabawassee River, Saginaw
River, Bad River, Cass River, and Haithco Lake.

Many of the comments received from
the community input methods support
increased opportunities for access to
the Tittabawassee, Cass, and
Saginaw Rivers, as well as Haithco
Lake. These are unique resources
that offer new opportunities for active
and passive recreation. Furthermore,
results from the online survey also
indicate a strong desire for more
nature and outdoor-related
programming.

Objectives:

1. Enhance existing and develop
new public fishing
opportunities in Saginaw
County.

2. Develop opportunities, alone
or in partnership with others,
to educate citizens about the
area’s natural resources in
Saginaw County.

3. Promote water safety
education to ensure safe
usage for all populations.

The National Recreation and Park
Association knows why parks are important
in this country. From Top 10 Reasons Parks
Are Important, an article on www.nrpa.org:

1)  Public parks provide millions of
Americans with the opportunity to be
physically active.

Parks have true economic benefits.
Parks provide vital green space in a
fast-developing American landscape.
Parks preserve critical wildlife habitat.
Parks and recreation facilitate social
interactions.

Leisure activities in parks improve
moods, reduce stress and enhance a
sense of wellness.

Recreational programs provide
organized, structured, enjoyable
activities.

Community recreation services

provide a refuge of safety for at-risk

youth.

Therapeutic recreation is an outlet
that individuals with disabilities have.
Public parks embody the American

tradition of preserving public lands.
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Goal D: Identify and encourage accessibility improvements at County parks by
incorporating Universal Design in all new updates and when upgrading existing
amenities, as appropriate.

Many of the parks in Saginaw County are already handicap accessible, but
improvements are needed. Input from the community suggests a need to
improve the accessibility of existing facilities, further bolstered by the fact that
American Community Survey’s (ACS) one-year estimates from 2012 show that
15.8% of the population in Saginaw County has a disability. This goal and
subsequent objectives are designed to support improvements in County parks
that address accessibility.

Objectives:
1. Determine which parks in Saginaw County should receive universal
access improvements.
2. Prioritize the parks that are determined to receive universal access
improvements.

Goal E: Determine the recreational needs and wants of all Saginaw County
citizens, including those living in urban areas.

Comments from the community input online survey indicate a need for quality
recreation opportunities throughout all of Saginaw County. Within Saginaw
County there are a total of 35 local municipalities, which include three cities, five
villages, and 27 townships. Many provide local parks and community
recreational facilities. State and federal agencies also provide recreational
opportunities. The management of these public facilities is the responsibility
of the elected boards and commissions of the respective entity. The
Saginaw County Parks & Recreation Commission recognizes the health
benefits, positive economic impacts, and overall contribution to quality of life
that recreation provides to the residents of Saginaw County. As such, the
Parks & Recreation Commission supports efforts to improve all recreational
facilities and services within the County. With approximately 25.7% of the
County’s population located in the City of Saginaw, access to recreation

Participants of the opportunities is important. The Parks & Recreation Commission recognizes
Halloween Dog-and- this need and wishes to collaborate with communities in order to promote
Jog, Fall 2011. recreation throughout Saginaw County.

Objective:

1. Collaborate with other communities to develop a mutual understanding of
recreation needs for identified population groups.
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Goal F: Retain public land for future generations.

Saginaw County is proud of its parks and recreational facilities and realizes they
contribute to the quality of life of its residents. When access to natural areas is
enhanced, these areas are a draw not only for residents but also for tourists, thus
contributing to the larger economic development picture in Saginaw County. New
lands may need to be acquired so specific facilities can be added or so that
special natural features can be preserved.

Objectives:
1. Retain existing park land and acquire new public lands to meet the
recreational needs of the community.
2. Preserve and protect open space and significant natural features in
Saginaw County.

Goal G: Promote and enhance the financial stability of Saginaw County’s parks.

Many public input comments about Saginaw County’s parks said they were
beautiful and well-maintained. Saginaw County takes pride in its beautiful rivers
and open spaces, and the parks are no exception. The Parks & Recreation
Commission wants to keep its recreational facilities
attractive and functional for generations to come.
As the Parks & Recreation Commission improves
and develops new facilities, there is increasing
need for funding of ongoing maintenance and
upgrades. There is further pressure on the overall
County budget due to declining economic
conditions. Additional sources of funding and
income would be very beneficial for the Saginaw
County Parks & Recreation Commission. These

: may include additional income generating facilities
Kayakers on Haithco Lake, Summer 2013. at the parks_

Objectives:
1. Investigate a long-term park maintenance revenue source such as an
endowment.

2. Investigate additional park usage to increase park visits and income.
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Action Program
Working Hard for Results

Overview

With goals and objectives in place, the Saginaw County Parks & Recreation
Commission developed a five-year action program that will enable them to move
toward accomplishing the goals and objectives. The action program details the
direction the Parks & Recreation Commission wishes to take over the next five
years in order to maintain and improve the quality and diversity of its park and
recreation opportunities.

Potential projects are shown on the following page, titled
“Project List.” Each action item on the project list relates to
one or more of the lettered goals from the Goals and
Objectives section of this Plan. These potential capital
improvements that are described on the following page
have been established to not only provide a framework for
decision makers, but to also enable Saginaw County to
apply for grant funding for the proposed projects.

The project list is not a fixed element nor is it exhaustive.
The project list reflects the results of the input received from
the Parks & Recreation Commission, County staff, the

online survey, and the County Facebook page. Future The Saginaw Valley

circumstances, especially availability of funding, may Rall Trail “Exercise

influence the order in which the projects are completed. Nut” Stump.
Completed

The action program is shown in the table on the following December 201.1.

page.

Financing Potential Improvements

Funding for parks and recreation capital improvements can come from a range of
local, state, and federal programs. Grant funding is available for parks and
recreation projects. However, applicants need to target potential funding
agencies and programs very carefully so as to meet the specific criteria required.
Appendix E contains a current listing of programs and agencies that can provide
funding for parks and recreation projects.
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Saginaw County Recreation Plan — Action Program
Project List

Action ltem

Continue to investigate the potential
expansion of the Saginaw Valley Rail Trail
south of St. Charles toward Chesaning.

Develop the first phase of the rail trail link
from Zilwaukee to Bay City.

Continue to investigate potential park land
or facilities in the City of Saginaw

Add new picnic and pavilion areas,
including drinking fountains, at select
locations along the rail trail.

Develop canoe launch/fishing platform(s)
on area rivers such as the Saginaw,
Tittabawassee, Bad, and Cass Rivers.

Investigate the feasibility of a splash park
at the William H. Haithco Recreation Area
or Imerman Memorial Park.

Investigate the feasibility of developing a
new dog park at the William H. Haithco
Recreation Area or other County parks.

Continue riverbank stabilization efforts and
infrastructure improvements at Imerman
Memorial Park.

Construction of a program center at one of
the County parks.

Begin work on Phase IV of the William H.
Haithco Recreation Area, which includes a
waterfront boardwalk/pathway,
replacement of playground equipment,
construction of a large pavilion, and
development of a sailing center.

Acquire additional land to expand existing
parks.

Relates to
Goal

A B EF

A B EF

B, E

A B, D

B,C,D

B,D,E,F,G

B,D,E,FG

B,C DG

Justification

Public input comments.
Improves accessibility and
functionality.

Staff input.

Public input comments.
Improves accessibility and
functionality.

Staff input.

Public input comments.
Staff input.

Public input comments.

Public input comments.
Improves accessibility and
functionality.

Staff input.

Public input comments.
Improves accessibility and
functionality.

Staff input.

Public input comments.
Improves accessibility and
functionality.

Staff input.

Staff input.
Improves accessibility and
functionality.

Staff input.
Improves accessibility and
functionality.

Staff input.
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Planning Process

Community Outreach and Saginaw
County’s Commitment to Strong
Planning Principles

In an effort to provide quality recreational opportunities for its citizens, Saginaw
County has developed this Recreation Plan as a tool to guide the development of
park and recreational facilities over the next five years. This Plan represents its
ongoing commitment by the County to establish recreational goals and objectives
for the region. The Plan will also provide Saginaw County with eligibility for
grants from the Department of Natural Resources to assist the County in
reaching its recreational goals.

To start, Saginaw County contracted with Spicer Group of Saginaw to assist the
Parks & Recreation Commission with the completion of this Plan. The first
meeting was held in November 2013 between the Director of Parks & Recreation
and the planning consultant, Spicer Group. Regular correspondence was held
between the planning consultant and the Director through conference calls,
phone communications, and emails prior to the public meeting in February 2014.

Data was collected about Saginaw County, such as demographics and an
inventory of the facilities within the six parks owned and operated by the Parks &
Recreation Commission. This data was gathered from a number of resources
such as County staff, the 2009 Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Master
Plan, the Saginaw County Parks & Recreation Commission, research of aerial
images provided by Google Earth, and through field visits. This information
helped determine where Saginaw County was in terms of providing recreational
facilities in comparison to recommended standards.

A total of three opportunities for input and participation were provided during the
development of this Plan, the results of which were described in an earlier
section of this Plan. Based upon the existing information and the public input,
the Parks & Recreation Commission developed goals for parks and recreation in
Saginaw County. The Parks & Recreation Commission also planned for an
action program to accomplish the goals of the Plan.

Spicer Group completed a draft Recreation Plan which was subsequently
available for review at the County Courthouse in Saginaw, Hoyt Library, and
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online at www.saginawcounty.com/parks. The 30 day Notice of Review was
published in the Saginaw News on January 5, 2014. The final opportunity for
community input occurred at the public meeting which was advertised to the
public in a legal ad published in the Saginaw News on Sunday, January 21,
2014. The advertised public meeting was held on February 6, 2014 with the
Parks & Recreation Commission, and the Plan was transmitted to the County
Services Committee for their review.

After the public meeting, the Parks & Recreation Commission passed a
resolution recommending adoption of the Saginaw County Recreation Plan at its
Thursday, February 6, 2014 meeting. Saginaw County passed a resolution to
adopt this Recreation Plan at the Board of Commissioners meeting on Tuesday,
February 18, 2014. Copies of the Recreation Plan were transmitted to the East
Michigan Council of Governments, the Saginaw County Metropolitan Planning
Commission, and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) on
February 28, 2014. Copies of the public meeting minutes, the resolution of
recommendation for adoption by the Saginaw County Parks & Recreation
Commission, and the resolution of adoption by the County Board of
Commissioners are included in Appendix F.

Paddleboaters at William H. Haithco Lake, Summer 2013.
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Appendix A

Aerial Images of all County Parks
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Appendix B

SGMA 2012 Sports and Fitness Participation Report
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Methodology

How the 2012 report research was conducted

Method for the Participation Topline Report

This Overview Report from the Sporting Goods Manufacturers Association (SGMA), is produced by a partnership of six of the major
trade associations in US sports, fitness and leisure industries. This report includes a high level of detail when it comes to sports, fit-
ness and leisure activity participation as well as topline information from the Physical Activity Council (PAC) Report. The overall
aim of this report is to establish levels of activity and identify key trends in sports, fitness and recreation participation in the US. For
more detailed information about each sport, please contact sgmaresearch@sgma.com

During January and February of 2012, a total of 38,172 online interviews were carried out with a nationwide sample of individuals
and households from the US Online Panel of over one million people operated by Synovate. A total of 15,113 individual and 23,059
household surveys were completed. The total panel is maintained to be representative of the US population for people ages 6 and
older. Over sampling of ethnic groups took place to boost response from typically under responding groups.

The 2011 participation survey sample size of 38,172 completed interviews provides a high degree of statistical accuracy. All surveys
are subject to some level of standard error — that is, the degree to which the results might differ from those obtained by a complete
census of every person in the US. A sport with a participation rate of five percent has a confidence interval of plus or minus 0.21 per-
centage points at the 95 percent confidence level. This translates to plus or minus four percent of participants.

A weighting technique was used to balance the data to reflect the total US population ages six and above. The following variables
were used: gender, age, income, household size, region and population density. The total population figure used was 285,753,000
people ages six and older.

In this year’s report we have adopted a slightly revised projection methodology that provides an even higher degree of accuracy. The
technique of using a “two-year rolling average” measurement is commonly used in research as a way to effectively double the sample
size to provide a stable base for all projections that derive from the data. This is particularly beneficial for the sports with participa-

tion rates of less than one percent. Consequently, with this change, we have gone back and re-projected all participation totals begin-
ning with the 2008 participation collection to reflect this change.

If you have specific questions regarding this change in methodology, please get in touch with Sports Marketing Surveys USA at
usa@sportsmarketingsurveysusa.com or (561) 427-0647.

Ca\nct|v1tyco
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Sports Participation Data

A breakdown of participation in all measured sports

Aerobic Activities

1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change

Aerobics (High impact)

Total participation 1+ times 11,287 11,780 12,771 14,567 15755 8.2% 23.4%
Casual 1-49 times 5,004 5,385 5830 6,699 7,282 8.7% 24.5%
Regular 50-99 times 2,156 2,228 2,479 2,937 3,281 11.7% 32.4%
Frequent 100+ times 4,127 4,168 4,442 4,931 51187 5.3% 16.9%
CORE 50+ times 6,283 6,395 6,921 7,868 8,473 7.7% 22.4%

Aerobics (Low impact)

Total participation 1+ times 22,397 23,283 24,927 26,431 25,950 -1.8% 4.1%
Casual 1-49 times 9,341 10,181 11,028 725 11,826 0.9% 7.2%
Regular 50-99 times 4,523 4,794 5,189 5,603 5,448 -3.8% 5.0%
Frequent 100+ times 8,533 8,308 8,711 9,043 8,677 -4.1% -0.4%
CORE 50+ times 13,056 13,102 13,899 14,706 14,124 -4.0% 1.6%

Aerobics (Step)

Total participation 1+ times 8,528 9,423 10,551 11,034 10,273 -6.9% -2.6%
Casual 1-49 times 4,454 5238 5,748 5,839 5,042 -3.4% -1.9%
Regular 50-99 times 1,647 1,769 2,116 2,316 2,007 -13.3% -5.1%
Frequent 100+ times 2,427 2,417 2,688 2,880 2,625 -8.8% +Zia%
CORE 50+ times 4,074 4,186 4,803 5,195 4,632 -10.8% -3.6%

Aquatic Exercise

Total participation 1+ times 9,757 9,512 8,965 8,947 9,042 1.1% 0.9%
Casual 1-49 times 5,993 5,894 5411 5,345 5,598 4.7% 3.5%
Regular 50-99 times 1,789 L 1,831 1,767 1,627 -7.9% -11.1%
Frequent 100+ times L85 1,820 1,723 1,835 1,817 -1.0% 5.5%
CORE 50+ times 3764 3.619 3,554 3,602 3,444 -4.4% -3.1%

Boot Camp Style Cross-Training

Total participation 1+ times 7,706
Casual 1-49 times 4,818
Regular 50-99 times 1,345
Frequent 100+ times 1,543
CORE 50+ times 2,888

Cardio Kickboxing

Total participation 1+ times 4,812 4,905 5,500 6,287 6,488 3.2% 18.0%
Casual 1-49 times 2,987 3.130 3422 4,020 4,411 9.7% 28.9%
Regular 50-99 times 905 838 1,019 1,152 1,058 -8.2% 3.8%
Frequent 100+ times 920 937 1,059 1,115 1,020 -8.6% -3.7%
CORE 50+ times 1,825 L7755 2,078 2,267 2,077 -8.4% 0.0%

Cross-Country Ski Machine

Total participation 1+ times 3,696 5385 3,294 3,001 2,913 -5.7% -11.6%
Casual 1-49 times 1,857 1,919 15747 1,633 1,706 4.5% -2.3%
Regular 50-99 times 683 6138 559 551 502 -9.0% -10.2%
Frequent 100+ times 1,151 1,056 989 907 706 -22.2% -28.6%
CORE 50+ times 1,839 1,674 1,547 1,458 1,208 -17.2% -21.9%

*All participation figures are in 000s for the US population ages 6+ 2012 SGMA PARTICIPATION TOPLINE REPORT 23



Aerobic Activities (cont.)

1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change

Elliptical Motion Trainer

Total participation 1+ times 23,586 24,435 25,903 27551 29,734 3.8% 14.8%
Casual 1-49 times 10,972 11,350 11,907 12,724 52009 10.0% 17.6%
Regular 50-99 times 4,968 5216 5,407 5611 6,300 12.3% 16.5%
Frequent 100+ times 7,646 7,869 8,590 8,985 9,436 5.0% 9.8%
CORE 50+ times 12,614 13,085 13,996 14,595 15,736 7.8% 12.4%

Other Exercise to Music

Total participation 1+ times 22,294 22,094 21,969 22,503 23,610 4.9% 7.5%
Casual 1-49 times 9,661 9,583 9,022 10,428 11,447 9.8% 19.0%
Regular 50-99 times 4,560 4,590 4,522 4,513 4,821 6.8% 6.6%
Frequent 100+ times 8,073 7,921 7,820 7,562 7,342 A -6.2%
CORE 50+ times 12,633 12,511 12,347 12,075 12,163 0.7% -1.5%

Running/Jogging

Total participation 1+ times 41,064 41,097 42,511 46,650 50,061 7.3% 17.8%
Casual 1-49 times 16,824 17,276 18,031 20,039 21,409 5.8% 18.7%
Regular 50-99 times 8,237 8,333 8,771 9,220 9,644 4.6% 10.0%
Frequent 100+ times 16,003 15,489 15710 17,392 19,008 9.3% 21.0%
CORE 50+ times 24,240 23,821 24,481 26,612 28,651 7.7% 17.0%

Stair Climbing Machine

Total participation 1+ times 13,521 13,863 13,653 13,269 115k 1.1% -1.8%
Casual 1-49 times 7,107 7,562 Tl 7,233 7,559 4.5% 0.6%
Regular 50-99 times 2,651 2,677 2,642 2,549 2,430 -4.7% -8.0%
Frequent 100+ times 3,763 3,624 3,501 3,487 3,421 -1.9% -2.3%
CORE 50+ times 6,414 6,301 6,143 6,035 5,850 -3.1% -4.8%

Stationary Cycling (Recumbent)

Total participation 1+ times 10,818 11,104 11,299 11,459 11,933 4.1% 5.6%
Casual 1-49 times 5,261 5,641 5,785 5,848 6,176 5.6% 6.8%
Regular 50-99 times 2,331 2,211 2,160 2,328 2,322 -0.3% 7.5%
Frequent 100+ times 3,226 3,253 3,354 3,283 3,435 4.6% 24%
CORE 50+ times 5,557 5,463 5,514 5,611 5,757 2.6% 4.4%

Stationary Cycling (Group)

Total participation 1+ times 6,314 6,504 6,762 7,854 8,738 11.3% 29.2%
Casual 1-49 times SLEll 3,620 3,844 4,536 5088 12.2% 32.3%
Regular 50-99 times 1,221 1,150 1,197 1,436 1,584 10.3% 32.3%
Frequent 100+ times 1,722 1,735 1,721 1,883 2,066 9.7% 20.0%
CORE 50+ times 2,943 2,884 2,918 3,318 3,650 10.0% 25.1%

Stationary Cycling ( Upright)

Total participation 1+ times 24,531 24,918 24,916 24,578 24,409 -0.7% -2.0%
Casual 1-49 times 11,581 LA 12,224 12,183 12,187 0.0% -0.3%
Regular 50-99 times 5210 4,974 4,918 4,843 4,745 -2.0% -3.5%
Frequent 100+ times 7,740 7,827 TS 7,552 7,477 -1.0% -3.8%
CORE 504+ times 12,950 12,801 12,692 12,395 12,222 -14% -3.7%
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e

Aerobic Activities (cont.)

*Al participation figures are in 000s for the US population ages 6+

1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change
Swimming (Fitness)
Total participation 1+ times 21,517
Casnal 1-49 times 14,065
Regular 50-99 times 3,794
Frequent 100+ times 3,658
CORE 50+ times s
Treadmill
Total participation 1+ times 50,073 49,722 50,395 52,275 53,260 1.9% 5.7%
Casual 1-49 times 20,891 21,077 21,161 21,896 22,642 34% 7.0%
Regular 50-99 times 10,728 10,541 10,462 10,756 11,035 2.6% 5.5%
Frequent 100+ times 18,454 18,105 18,772 19,623 19,583 -0.2% 4.3%
CORE 50+ times 29,182 28,646 29,234 30,378 30,617 0.8% 4.7%
‘Walking for Fitness
Total participation 1+ times 108,740 110,204 110,882 112,082 112,715 0.6% 1.7%
Casual 1-49 times 31,903 33,598 34,520 34,538 34,569 0.1% 0.1%
Regular 50-99 times 20,045 20,105 20,031 20,044 20,107 0.3% 0.4%
Frequent 100+ times 56,792 56,502 56,331 57,500 58,040 0.9% 3.0%
CORE 50+ times 76,837 76,606 76,362 77.544 78,146 0.8% 2.3%
Conditioning Activities
1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change
Abdominal Machine/Device
Total participation 1+ times 20,426 20,172 19,691 18,978 18,721 -1.4% -4.9%
Casual 1-49 times 7,625 7,782 7,443 7,383 7,549 2.2% 1.4%
Regular 50-99 times 4,319 4,272 4,294 4,031 3,698 -8.2% -13.9%
Frequent 100+ times 8,482 8,118 7,949 7,505 7,474 -1.2% -6.0%
CORE 50+ times 12,801 12,390 12,243 11,59 11,172 -3.7% -8.8%
Calisthenics
Total participation 1+ times 8,629 8,888 9,127 9,097 8,787 -3.4% -3.7%
Casual 1-49 times 2,041 2,539 SLILSHL 3,182 2,996 -5.9% -4.3%
Regular 50-99 times 1,787 1,904 1,924 1,877 1,799 -4.2% -6.5%
Frequent 100+ times 4,801 4,440 4,067 4,039 3,993 -1.1% -1.8%
CORE 50+ times 6,588 6,344 5,991 5,915 570l -2.1% -3.3%
Pilates Training
Total participation 1+ times 9,192 9,039 8,770 8,404 8,507 1.2% -3.0%
Casual 1-49 times 5,085 5,217 5,077 4,863 5101 6.8% 2.3%
Regular 50-99 times 1,920 1,718 1,678 1,672 1,522 -9.0% -9.3%
Frequent 100+ times 2,187 2,105 2,016 1,869 1,794 -4.0% -11.0%
CORE 50+ times 4,107 3,823 3,694 32501 3,316 -6.4% -10.2%
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Conditioning Activities (cont.)

1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change

Rowing Machine

Total participation 1+ times 8,782 8,902 9,098 9,469 9,765 3.1% 7.3%
Casual 1-49 times 4,451 4,614 4,751 5,023 5,359 6.7% 12.8%
Regular 50-99 times 1,609 1,730 1,828 1,693 1,657 -2.1% -9.4%
Frequent 100+ times 2,722 2,559 2,519 2,754 2,749 -0.2% 9.1%
CORE 50+ times 255l 4,288 4,347 4,446 4,406 -0.9% 1.4%

Stretching

Total participation 1+ times 36,181 36,235 36,299 35,720 34,087 -2.9% -4.4%
Casual 1-49 times 7,863 8,260 8,727 8,578 8,165 -4.8% -6.4%
Regular 50-99 times 5906 6,000 6,106 5,968 5765 -34% -5.6%
Frequent 100+ times 22,412 21,963 21,467 21,174 20,757 -2.0% -3.3%
CORE S0+ times 28,318 27,909 27,573 27,142 26,522 -2.3% -3.8%

Tai Chi

Total participation 1+ times 3.424 SLILS RIS 2,975 -6.8% -10.3%
Casual 1-49 times 1,827 1,835 1,819 1,641 -9.8% -10.6%
Regular 50-99 times 520 505 334 362 52% 11.3%
Frequent 100+ times 1,077 95 341 S -8.1% -20.8%
CORE S0+ times 1,597 1,480 174l 1,334 -2.9% -9.8%

Yoga

Total participation 1+ times 172751 18,934 20,998 22,107 5.3% 16.8%
Casual 1-49 times 10,736 ASIET3: 12,045 12,548 4.2% 12.6%
Regular 50-99 times 2,308 Sk 3,802 4,065 6.9% 23.3%
Frequent 100+ times 4,214 4,494 Sl 5,494 6.7% 22.3%
CORE S50+ times 7,022 7,791 8,953 9,559 6.8% 22.7%

Strength Activities
1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change

Free Weights (Barbells)

Total participation 1+ times 25,499 25,821 20,595 2oy 27,056 -0.5% 1.7%
Casual 1-49 times 8,181 8,454 8,528 9,072 9,345 3.0% 9.6%
Regular 50-99 times 4,950 3,176 5436 5,308 5367 0.0% -1.3%
Frequent 100+ times 12,368 12,191 12,631 12,754 123115 -3.2% -2.3%
CORE 50+ times 17,318 17,367 18,067 18,122 17,711 -2.3% -2.0%

Free Weights (Dumbells)

Total participation 1+ times 32,371 33,381 35068 30,560 36470 -0.3% 4.0%
Casual 1-49 times 10,797 11,306 11,633 12,478 12,944 3.7% 11.3%
Regular 50-99 times 6,594 6,796 7,332 7,829 7,622 -2.6% 4.0%
Frequent 100+ times 14,980 15,280 16,103 16,259 e -22% -1.2%
CORE 50+ times 21,574 22,076 23,435 24,088 23,526 -2.3% 0.4%

*All participation figures are in 000s for the US population ages 6+
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Strength Activities (cont.)

Free Weights (Hand Weights)
Total participation

Casual

Regular

Frequent

CORE
Home Gym Exercise
Total participation

Casnal

Regular

Frequent

CORE
Weight/Resistance Machines
Total participation

Casual

Regular

Frequent

CORE

Individual Sports

Adventure Racing
Total participation
Casual
Regular
Frequent
CORE
Archery
Total participation
Casual
Regular
Frequent
CORE
Billiards/Pool
Total participation
Casual
Regular
Frequent

CORE

*All participation figures are in 000s for the US population ages 6+

Definition

1+ times
1-49 times
50-99 times
100+ times

50+ times

1+ times
1-49 times
50-99 times
100+ times

50+ times

1+ times
1-49 times
50-99 times
100+ times

50+ times

Definition

1+ times
1 time
2-9 times
10+ times

2+ times

1+ times
1-25 times
26-51 times
52+ times

26+ times

1+ times
1-12 times
13-24 times
25+ times

13+ times

2007

43,821
15,635

8,819
19,367
28186

25,823
9,577
5313

10,933

16,246

39,290
14,555

8,012
16,723
24,735

2007

698
257
205
226
441

5950
4,839
687
424
(SIS

51,089
30,795

6,824
13,470
20,294

2008

43,409
15,853

8,852
18,705
RS ST

25,169
9,591
5,110

10,468

15,578

38,844
14,742

8,038
16,064
24,102

2008

809
221
343
245
588

6,180
5,070
618
493
1,110

50,054
31,318

6,324
12,413
18,736

2009

44,466
15,817

9,223
19,426
28,649

24,638
9,610
4,875

10,154

15,029

39,075
14,411

8,223
16,442
24,665

2009

1,005
343
450
212
662

6,368
5336
541
491
1,032

46,012
29,572

5,699
10,742
16,440

2010

45,928
16,39

9,609
19,924
22550

24,672
9,637
4,752

10,284

15,035

39,185
14,484

8,001
16,610
24,701

2010

1,214
434
458
322
700

6,323
5,387
57
399
936

41,195
26,560
5,218
9,418
14,635

2011

46,944
17,676

9,853
19,416
29,268

25,083
9,948
4,826

10,310

15,136

39,548
15,287

8,145
16,116
24,261

2011

1,202
337
458
408
738

6,471
5,546
558
368
926

36,831
24,700
4,340
7,792
12,132

1 year
change

2.2%
7.8%
2.5%
-2.6%
-0.9%

1.7%
3.2%
1.6%
0.3%
0.7%

0.9%
5.5%
0.7%
-3.0%
-1.8%

1 year
change

-1.0%
-22.5%
0.0%
26.5%
5.4%

2.3%
3.0%
3.9%
-7.9%
-1.1%

-10.6%

-7.0%
-16.8%
-17.3%
-17.1%

2 year
change

5.6%
11.8%
6.8%
-0.1%
22%

1.8%
3.5%
-1.0%
1.5%
0.7%

1.2%
6.1%
-0.9%
-2.0%
-1.6%

2 year
change

19.7%
-1.9%

1.7%
92.9%
11.6%

1.6%
3.9%
3.1%
-25.2%
-10.3%

-20.0%
-16.5%
-23.8%
-27.5%
-20.2%
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Individual Sports (cont.)

1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change
Bowling
Total participation 1+ times 60,184 59,417 572050 56,585 53,906 -4.7% -7.0%
Casual 1-12 times 44,762 44,965 44,582 43,732 42,423 -3.0% -4.8%
Regular 13-24 times 5,225 4,842 4,426 4,342 3,953 -9.0% -10.7%
Frequent 25+ times 10,197 9,611 8,964 8,511 7,531 -11.5% -16.0%
CORE 13+ times 15,422 14,452 13,389 12,853 11,483 -10.7% -14.2%
Boxing for Fitness
Total participation 1+ times 4,788 4,631 -3.3%
Casual 1-12 times 2,495 2,228 -10.7%
Regular 13-24 times 605 649 7.3%
Frequent 25+ times 1,688 1,754 3.9%
CORE 13+ times 2,293 2,404 4.8%
Boxing for Competition
Total participation 1+ times 855 747 -12.6%
Casual 1-12 times 598 516 -13.8%
Regular 13-24 times 104 87 -16.3%
Frequent 25+ times 153 145 -5.6%
CORE 13+ times 257 a0 -9.9%
Darts
Total participation 1+ times 24,709 24,080 Alln 19,070 17,249 -9.6% -20.6%
Casual 1-12 times 16,106 15,845 14,433 12,667 11,707 -7.6% -18.9%
Regular 13-24 times 2,951 2,884 2,552 2,160 2,010 -6.9% -21.2%
Frequent 25+ times 5,652 5,351 4,753 4,243 3,532 -16.8% -25.7%
CORE 13+ times 8,603 8,235 Turthl 6,403 5,541 -13.5% -24.1%
Golf {(3/18 Hole Course)
Total participation 1+ times 29,528 28,571 27,103 26,122 25,682 1.7% -5.2%
Horseback Riding
Total participation 1+ times 12,098 11,457 10,286 9,782 Hoan -4.6% -9.2%
Casual 1-12 times 8,330 7,857 7,134 6,927 6,813 -1.6% -4.5%
Regular 13-24 times 1,029 1,000 867 796 685 -13.9% -21.0%
Frequent 25+ times 2758 2,600 2,285 2,060 1,837 -10.8% -19.6%
CORE 13+ times 3,768 3,600 Zlal 2,855 22522 -11.7% -20.0%
Ice Skating
Total participation 1+ times 11,430 11,215 10,964 11,477 11,626 1.3% 6.0%
Casual 1-12 times 9,514 9,556 9,480 9,817 9,898 0.8% 4.4%
Regular 13-24 times 770 663 612 674 731 8.5% 19.4%
Frequent 25+ times 1,146 996 873 986 Qe 1.1% 14.3%
CORE 13+ times 1,916 1,659 1,485 1,660 1,728 4.1% 16.4%

*All participation figures are in 000s for the US population ages 6+
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Individual Sports (cont.)

1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change

Martial Arts **

Total participation 1+ times 6,865 6,818 6,643 6,002 5,037 -16.1% -24.2%
Casual 1-12 times 1,366 1,431 1,435 1,424 1,171 -17.7% -18.4%
Regular 13-24 times 691 657 591 513 443 -13.7% -251%
Frequent 25+ times 4,808 4,731 1,618 4,066 3,423 -15.8% -25.9%
CORE 13+ times 5,499 5,388 5,209 4,579 3,860 -15.6% -25.8%

Mixed Martial Arts for Competition

Total participation 1+ times 910 713 -21.7%

Casual 1-12 times 528 419 -20.7%
Regular 13-24 times 124 g3 -254%
Frequent 25+ times 258 202 -21.9%
CORE 13+ times 382 294 -23.0%

Mixed Martial Arts for Fitness

Total participation 1+ times 1,745 1,697 -2.8%
Casual 1-12 times 577 536 -7.1%
Regular 13-24 times 219 207 -5.7%
Frequent 25+ times 949 955 0.6%
CORE 13+ times 1,168 1,162 -0.6%

Roller Skating (2x2 Wheels)

Total participation 1+ times 8,921 8,388 8,001 8,137 7,851 -3.5% -1.9%
Casual 1-12 times 7,004 6,648 0,324 0,289 6,311 0.4% -0.2%
Regular 13-24 times 675 566 501 561 507 -9.7% 1.1%
Frequent 25+ times 1,242 1,175 1,176 1,287 1,034 -19.7% -12.1%
CORE 13+ times 1,917 1,741 1,677 1,848 1,540 -16.7% -8.2%

Roller Skating {Inline Wheels)

Total participation 1+ times 10,814 10,211 8,942 8,128 7,451 -8.3% -16.7%
Casual 1-12 times 6,094 6,002 50572 5,257 5,055 -3.9% -9.3%
Regular 13-24 times 1,365 1,297 1,159 1,105 920 -16.7% -20.7%
Frequent 25+ times 3,355 2,913 2,212 1,767 1,477 -16.4% -33.2%
CORE 13+ times 4,720 4,210 3,371 2,871 2,397 -16.5% -28.9%

Scooter Riding (Non-Motorized)

Total participation 1+ times 6,782 6,588 3729 4,963 4,829 -27% -15.7%
Casual 1-12 times 2,971 2,569 1272 1,716 1,642 -4.3% -14.6%
Regular 13-24 times 927 97 850 730 735 0.7% -13.6%
Frequent 25+ times 2,384 3,050 2,960 2,517 2,452 -2.6% -17.2%
CORE 13+ times 4,460 4,346 3,810 3,247 3,187 -1.8% -16.4%

Skateboarding

Total participation 1+ times 8,429 8,118 7,580 7,080 6,318 -10.8% -16.7%
Casual 1-25 times 4,589 4,332 4,000 3,832 3,420 -10.8% -14.6%
Regular 26-51 times 1,491 1,468 1,287 11157 1,147 -1.1% -10.9%
Frequent 52+ times 2,349 2,319 2,287 2,089 1,751 -16.2% -23.5%
CORE 26+ times 3,840 3,787 3,574 3,248 2,897 -10.8% -18.9%

*All participation figures are in 000s for the US population ages 6+

** The Martial Arts category has been split up into 4 additional categories, 2012 SGMA PARTICIPATION TOPLINE REPORT - 29

which accounts for the Inrge drop in participation.



Individual Sports (cont.)

1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change

Trail Running

Total participation 1+ times 4,216 4,537 4,845 4,985 3,373 7.8% 10.9%

Triathlon {Non-Traditional/Off Road)

Total participation 1+ times 483 543 634 798 819 2.7% 29.2%
Casual 1 time 121 205 254 206 167 -19.0% -34.3%
Regular 2-9 times 219 208 241 360 400 11.0% 65.8%
Frequent 10+ times 143 130 139 232 253 9.0% 81.4%
CORE 2+ times 362 338 380 570 612 7.2% 60.8%

Triathlon (Traditional/Road)

Total participation 1+ times 798 943 1,148 1,593 1,686 5.8% 46.9%
Casual 1 time 248 300 374 496 519 4.6% 38.6%
Regular 2-9 times 375 436 508 594 655 10.3% 28.8%
Frequent 10+ times 175 207 265 504 513 1.7% 93.2%
CORE 2+ times 550 643 774 1,005 1,047 4.2% 35.2%

Racquet Sports

1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change

Badminton

Total participation 1+ times 7,057 7,148 7,469 7,645 7,135 -6.7% -4.5%
Casual 1-12 times 4,785 2LEEl 5123 4,973 4,687 -5.8% -8.5%
Regular 13-24 times 910 908 999 1,039 912 -12.2% -8.7%
Frequent 25+ times 1,362 1,304 15347 1,634 1,536 -6.0% 14.0%
CORE 13+ times 2,272 2,211 2,346 2,672 2,448 -8.4% 4.3%

Cardio Tennis

Total participation 1+ times 830 1,004 1,340 1,293 -3.5% 28.8%

Racquetball

Total participation 1+ times 4,229 4,611 4,784 4,603 4,357 -5.3% -8.9%
Casual 1-12 times 2,292 2,603 2,807 2,754 2,587 -6.1% -7.8%
Regular 13-24 times 544 597 644 616 640 3.9% -0.5%
Frequent 25+ times 1,393 1,412 1,334 1,233 1,131 -8.3% -15.2%
CORE 13+ times 1857 2,008 1,978 1,849 1,772 -4.2% -10.4%

Squash

Total participation 1+ times 612 659 796 1,031 1112 7.8% 39.7%
Casual 1-7 times 323 389 512 689 725 5.1% 41.6%
Regular 8-14 times 66 82 119 107 a7 -9.3% -18.5%
Frequent 15+ times 223 187 165 235 290 23.4% 75.9%
CORE 8+ times 289 269 284 342 387 13.1% 36.2%

*All participation figires are in 000s for the US population ages 6+
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Racquet Sports (cont.)

1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change
Table Tennis
Total participation 1+ times 15,955 16,578 18,251 8174l 18,561 -4.2% L.7%
Casual 1-12 times 10,865 11,530 125775 13,245 12,963 -2.1% 1.5%
Regular 13-24 times 1,787 1,340 1,950 2,088 1,985 -4.9% 1.8%
Frequent 25+ times S 3,208 3,528 4,041 3,613 -10.6% 2.4%
CORE 13+ times 5,090 5,048 5,478 6,129 5,598 -8.7% 2.2%
Tennis
Total participation 1+ times 16,940 17,749 18,546 18,719 17,772 -5.1% -4.2%
Team Sports
1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change
Baseball
Total participation 1+ times 16,058 15539 14,429 14,198 13,561 -4.5% -6.0%
Casual 1-12 times 4,493 4,674 4,639 4,640 4,212 -9.2% -9.2%
Regular 13-24 times 2,780 2,601 2,387 2,335 2,210 -5.4% -7.4%
Frequent 25+ times 8,785 8,265 7,403 7,223 7,140 -1.1% -3.5%
CORE 13+ times 11,565 10,866 9,790 9,558 9,350 -2.2% -4.5%
Basketball
Total participation 1+ times 25,961 26,108 25131 25,156 24,790 -1.5% -1.4%
Casual 1-12 times 7,956 8,269 8,070 8,094 8118 0.3% 0.6%
Regular 13-24 times 4,279 4,138 3,979 3,995 3,980 -0.4% 0.0%
Frequent 25+ times 13,726 13,701 13,082 13,067 12,692 -2.9% -3.0%
CORE 13+ times 18,005 17,839 17,061 17,062 16,672 -2.3% -2.3%
Cheerleading
Total participation 1+ times S SR 3,070 3,134 3,049 -2.7% -0.7%
Casual 1-25 times 1,144 1,251 1,309 1,462 1,487 1.7% 13.6%
Regular 26-51 times 649 687 687 6l6 530 -14.0% -22.9%
Frequent 52+ times 1,485 1,254 1,075 1,057 1,032 -2.3% -4.0%
CORE 264 times Palias 1,940 1,761 1,672 1,562 -6.6% -11.3%
Field Hockey
Total participation 1+ times il L7 1,002 1,182 1,147 -3.0% 5.0%
Casual 1-7 times 550 560 493 539 536 -0.5% 8.8%
Regular 8-14 times 62 113 168 213 178 -162% 6.0%
Frequent 15+ times 515 449 432 432 434 0.5% 0.5%
CORE 8+ times 577 562 600 644 611 -5.1% 1.9%

*All participation figures are in 000s for the US population ages 6+
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Team Sports (cont.)

1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change

Football (Flag)

Total participation 1+ times 7,310 6,932 6,660 6,325 -5.0% -8.7%
Casual 1-12 times 4,001 3,776 3,623 3,501 -34% -7.3%
Regular 13-24 times 1,169 1,237 1,265 1,167 -7.8% =5
Frequent 25+ times 2,140 1,919 1,772 1,658 -6.4% -13.6%
CORE 13+ times 3,309 3,156 3,037 2,825 -7.0% -10.5%

Tootball {Touch)

Total participation 1+ times 10,493 9,726 8,003 7,684 -11.3% -21.0%
Casual 1-12 times 6,199 5,650 5,024 4,614 -8.2% -18.3%
Regular 13-24 times 1,562 1,482 1,227 942 -23.2% -36.4%
Frequent 25+ times D8 2,595 2,413 2,128 -11.8% -18.0%
CORE 13+ times 4,294 4,077 3,639 3,009 -157% -24.7%

Football (Tackle)

Total participation 1+ times 7,939 7.816 7,243 6,850 6,448 -5.9% -11.0%
Casual 1-25 times 3,700 3,585 3,291 3,060 2,691 -12.1% -18.2%
Regular 26-51 times 1,578 1,659 1,473 1,228 1,234 04% -16.2%
Frequent 52+ times 2,661 2,572 2,480 2,562 2,523 -1.5% 1.8%
CORE 26+ times 4,239 4,230 BICS 3,790 BN -0.9% -4.9%

Gymnastics

Total participation 1+ times 4,066 3,975 SV 4,418 4,824 9.2% 22.1%
Casual 1-49 times 2,262 2,321 2,461 2,734 2,991 9.4% 21.6%
Regular 50-99 times 822 813 785 838 884 54% 12.5%
Frequent 100+ times 982 841 707 840 949 12.2% 34.3%
CORE 50+ times 1,804 1,654 1,492 1,684 1.832 3.8% 22.8%

Ice Hockey

Total participation 1+ times 1,840 1,871 2,018 2,140 210 -0.4% 5.6%
Casual 1-12 times 558 724 918 1,006 957 -4.9% 4.3%
Regular 13-24 times 254 234 260 267 280 4.9% 7.7%
Frequent 25+ times 1,028 914 841 867 895 3.2% 6.4%
CORE 13+ times 1,282 1,148 1,101 1,134 1,174 3.5% 6.6%

Lacrosse

Total participation 1+ times 1,058 1,092 1,162 1,423 1,501 5.5% 29.1%
Casual 1-12 times 349 456 543 637 701 10.0% 29.2%
Regular 13-24 times 127 155 142 150 148 -1.3% 4.0%
Frequent 25+ times 582 482 477 636 a52 2.5% 36.6%
CORE 13+ times 709 637 al9 786 800 1.8% 29.1%

Paintball

Total participation 1+ times 5476 5,167 4,705 4,104 3,606 -12.1% -23.3%
Casual 1-7 times 3,195 3,062 2,886 A7) 2,579 -5.8% -10.6%
Regular 8-14 times 735 760 793 582 386 -33.6% -51.3%
Frequent 15+ times 1,546 1,345 1,027 784 642 -18.1% -37.5%
CORE &+ times 2,281 2,105 1,820 1,365 1,028 -24.7% -43.5%
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Team Sports (cont.)

1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change

Roller Hockey

Total participation 1+ times 1,681 1,569 1,427 1,374 1,237 -9.9% -13.3%
Casual 1-12 times 950 959 902 926 834 -9.9% -7.6%
Regular 13-24 times 187 148 144 110 133 20.9% -7.3%
Frequent 25+ times Sl 461 331 338 271 -20.0% -29.0%
CORE 13+ times 731 609 524 448 404 -9.9% -23.0%

Rugby

Total participation 1+ times 617 651 720 940 850 -9.6% 18.0%
Casual 1-7 times 301 351 420 599 544 -9.1% 29.4%
Regular 8-14 times 71 6l 76 92 80 -13.1% 4.4%
Frequent 15+ times 245 242 S 250 226 -9.6% 1.2%
CORE 8+ times 316 303 300 342 306 -10.5% 2.0%

Soccer (Indoot)

Total participation 1+ times 4,237 4,487 4,825 4,920 4,631 -5.9% -4.0%
Casual 1-12 times 1,866 1,983 2,051 2,156 2,120 -1.6% 3.4%
Regular 13-24 times 805 826 947 936 794 -15.1% -16.1%
Frequent 25+ times 1,566 1,679 1,828 1,829 1,717 -6.1% -6.1%
CORE 13+ times 2,371 2,505 S| 2,765 2,511 -92% -9.5%

Soccer (Outdoor)

Total participation 1+ times 13,708 13,966 13,957 13,883 13,667 -1.6% -2.1%
Casual 1-25 times 7,342 7,542 7,545 7418 7,314 -1.4% -3.1%
Regular 26-51 times 3,536 3,592 3,512 3,460 3,401 -1.7% -3.2%
Frequent 52+ times 2,830 2,832 2,901 3,006 2,953 -1.8% 1.8%
CORE 26+ times 6,360 6,424 6,413 6,466 6,353 -1.7% -0.9%

Softball (Fast Pitch)

Total participation 1+ times 2,345 2,331 2476 2,513 2,400 -4.5% -3.1%
Casual 1-25 times 1,013 1,055 1,166 1,317 15285 -6.2% 5.9%
Regular 26-51 times 570 549 555 522 471 -9.9% -15.1%
Frequent 52+ times 762 727 756 675 696 3.1% -7.9%
CORE 26+ times 1,332 1,276 1,310 17187 1,166 -2.5% -11.0%

Softball {Slow-Pitch)

Total participation 1+ times 9,485 9,660 9,180 8,477 7,809 -7.9% -14.9%
Casual 1-12 times 3415 3,672 3,659 3,493 3,281 -6.1% -10.3%
Regular 13-24 times 2,121 2,113 2,001 1,849 1,635 -11.6% -18.3%
Frequent 25+ times 3,949 3,876 3,521 3,136 2,894 -7.7% -17.8%
CORE 13+ times 6,070 5,988 5,522 4,985 4,528 -9.2% -18.0%

Swimming (Competition)

Total participation 1+ times 2,363
Casual 1-49 times 840
Regular 50-99 times 641
Frequent 100+ times 882
CORE 50+ times 1,523

*All participation figures are in 000s for the US population ages 6+ 2012 SGMA PARTICIPATION TOPLINE REPORT 33



Team Sports (cont.)

Track and Field
Total participation
Casual
Regular
Frequent
CORE
Ultimate Frisbee
Total participation
Casual
Regular
Frequent
CORE
Volleyball (Beach)
Total participation
Casual
Regular
Frequent
CORE
Volleyball (Court)
Total participation
Casual
Regular
Frequent
CORE
Volleyball (Grass)
Total participation
Casual
Regular
Frequent
CORE
Wrestling
Total participation
Casual
Regular
Frequent

CORE

*All participation figures are in 000s for the US population ages 6+

Definition

1+ times
1-25 times
26-51 times
52+ times

26+ times

1+ times
1-12 times
13-24 times
25+ times

13+ times

1+ times
1-12 times
13-24 times
25+ times

13+ times

1+ times
1-12 times
13-24 times
25+ times

13+ times

1+ times
1-12 times
13-24 times
25+ times

13+ times

1+ times
1-25times
26-51 times
52+ times

26+ times

2007

4,691
1,977
1,152
1,562
2,714

4,038
2,720
470
848
1,318

3,878
2,439
625
814
1230

6,986
2,930
1,182
2,874
4,056

4,940
3,280
771
839
1,660

3,313
1,736
596
981
1,458

2008

4,604
2,001
1,099
1,415
2,513

4,459
3120
467
872
1,339

4,025
2,765
527
732
1,205

7,588
S
1,194
3,184
4,378

5013
3,560
589
864
1,453

3,335
1,806
626
903
1,469
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2009

4,430
e
167
1,258
2,305

4,636
3,320
454
862
1,316

4,324
3,153
439
681
1,171

7,737
3,394
1,161
3,182
4,343

4,970
3,699
496
774
1,271

3,170
1,817
557
797
1354

2010

4,383
2,007
1,030
1,346
2,370

4,571
SHILTS)
530
866
1,396

4,752
3,372
583
798
1,381

7,315
3,261
1,122
2,933
4,055

4k
BEoy
5il5
840
oy

2,530
1,362
469
705
FiiTd

2011

4,341
1,830
1,094
1,417
2,511

4,868
3,391
530
Ll
1,476

4,451
3,163
600
689
1,289

6,662
2,754
1,241
2,668
3,909

4,211
2,958
439
814
1,253

1,971
915
469
587

1,056

1 year
change

-0.9%
-8.8%
6.2%
5.3%
57%

6.5%
6.8%
0.0%
9.3%
5.8%

-6.3%
-6.2%
2.8%
-13.6%
-6.7%

-8.9%
-15.5%
10.6%
-9.0%
-3.6%

-10.7%
-12.0%
-14.7%
-3.1%
< %

-22.3%
-32.8%

0.0%
-16.7%
-10.1%

2 year
change

=500
-15.8%
4.5%
12.6%
3.9%

5.0%
2.2%
16.6%
9.8%
12.2%

2.9%
0.3%
22.5%
1.1%
10.1%

-13.9%
-18.9%

6.9%
-16.2%
-10.0%

-15.3%
-20.0%
-11.6%
5.2%
-14%

-37.8%
-49.7%
-15.7%
-26.3%
-22.0%



Outdoor Sports

1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change

Backpacking Overnight - More Than 1/4 Mile From

Vehicle/Home

Total participation 1+ times 0,037 s T o7 7,993 T -3.5% -0.5%

Bicycling - BMX

Total participation 1+ times 1,887 1,896 1,858 2,090 1,958 -6.3% 5.4%
Casual 1-12 times 750 750 743 865 807 -6.8% 8.6%
Regular 13-24 times 169 232 219 164 230 40.2% 5.3%
Frequent 25+ times 968 909 897 1,062 922 -13.1% 2.8%
CORE 13+ times 1,137 1,140 SIS 1,226 TLTE, -6.0% 3.3%

Bicycling (Mountain/Non-Paved Surface)

Total participation 1+ times 6,892 7207 7,367 7152 6,989 -2.3% -5.1%
Casual 1-12 times 3,051 3,271 3,393 3,380 3,218 -5.0% -5.2%
Regular 13-24 times 1,003 1159 1,145 1,078 1,050 -2.7% -8.3%
Frequent 25+ times 2,838 2,833 2,829 2,688 25T 1.3% -3.8%
CORE 13+ times 3,841 3,971 3,974 3,705 3,705 0.0% -6.8%

Bicycling (Road/Paved Surface)

Total participation 1+ times 38,940 38,527 39,127 39,730 39,834 0.3% 1.8%
Casual 1-25 times 17,789 17977 18,535 18,965 19,127 0.8% 3.2%
Regular 26-51 times 8,669 8,563 8724 8,854 8,991 1.6% 31%
Frequent 52+ times 12,482 11,9838 11,868 11,911 11,717 -l.6% -1.3%
CORE 26+ times 21,151 20,551 20,592 20,728 20,644 -0.4% 0.3%

Birdwatching More Than 1/4 Mile From Home/Vehicle

Total participation 1+ times 13,476 13,938 13,847 3157 13,067 -1.9% -5.6%

Camping (Recreational Vehicle)

Total participation 1+ times 16,168 16,343 16,977 16,651 16,282 -2.2% -4.1%
Casual 1-7 times 7,942 7,981 8,401 8464 8,250 -2.5% -1.8%
Regular 8-14 times 3,032 3,254 3416 3,116 3,197 2.6% -6.4%
Frequent 15+ times 5,194 5,108 5,160 5,072 4,836 -4.6% -6.3%
CORE 8+ times 8,220 8,302 8,576 8,187 8,033 -1.9% -6.3%

Camping Within 1/4 Mile of Vehicle/Home

Total participation 1+ times 31,375 S 34,012 32,007 31,9061 -2.2% -6.0%

Climbing (Sport/Indoor/Boulder)

Total participation 1+ times 4,514 4,642 4,541 4,542 4,445 = -2.1%

Climbing ( Traditional/Ice/Mountaineering)

Total participation 1+ times 2,062 FAlls 2,062 2,017 1,904 -5.6% -7.7%

Fishing (Fly)

Total participation 1+ times 5,756 5,849 5,755 5,523 5,581 1.0% -3.0%
Casual 1-7 times 2,923 3,018 3,099 3,022 Sll23 3.3% 0.8%
Regular 8-14 times 975 1,071 1,068 96l 890 -7.4% -16.7%
Frequent 15+ times 1,858 1,760 1,588 1,540 1,568 1.8% -1.3%
CORE &+ times 2,833 2,831 2,656 2,501 2,457 -1.8% -7.5%

*All participation figures are in 000s for the US population ages 6+
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Qutdoor Sports (cont.)

1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change

Fishing (Freshwater-Other)

Total participation 1+ times 43,859 42,095 40,646 39,911 38,8604 -2.6% -4.4%
Casual 1-7 imes 20,145 19,531 19,499 19,577 19,363 -1.1% -0.7%
Regular 8-14 times 8,202 7,825 7,421 7,350 7,408 0.8% -0.2%
Frequent 15+ times 15452 14,740 13,727 12,984 12,093 -6.9% -11.9%
CORE 8+ times 2307 22,565 21,147 20,334 19,501 -4.1% -7.8%

Fishing (Saltwater)

Total participation 1+ times 14,437 14,121 13,054 12,056 11,896 =1L SB -8.9%
Casnal 1-7 times 8460 8,438 7,860 7,138 Folll®) -0.3% -9.5%
Regular 8-14 times 2,169 2,110 1,890 1,847 1,932 4.6% 1.9%
Frequent 15+ times 3,808 3,574 3,293 3,071 2,845 -7.4% -13.6%
CORE 8+ times 5,977 5,683 5,188 4,918 4,777 -2.9% -7.9%

Hiking (Day)

Total participation 1+ times 29,965 31,238 32,542 32,534 33,494 3.0% 2.9%

Hunting (Bow)

Total participation 1+ times 3,818 3,770 3,974 4,067 4,271 5.0% 7.5%
Casual 1-7 times 1,718 1,730 1,937 1,972 1,833 -4.5% -2.8%
Regular 8-14 times 596 625 720 857 918 7.1% 27.5%
Frequent 15+ times 1,504 1,415 1,317 1,239 1,471 18.7% 11.7%
CORE 8+ times 2,100 2,040 2,037 2,096 2,388 13.9% 17.2%

Hunting (Handgun)

Total participation 1+ times 2,595 2,734 2,575 2,493 2,690 7.9% 4.5%
Casual 1-7 times 572 1,674 1,014 1,581 1,613 2.1% 0.0%
Regular 8-14 times 449 472 401 403 471 17.0% 17.6%
Frequent 15+ times 574 588 561 510 606 18.9% 8.1%
CORE 8+ times 1,023 1,060 951 912 1,078 18.1% 12.1%

Hunting (Rifle)

Total participation 1+ times 10,635 10,490 10,729 10,632 10,479 -1.4% -2.3%
Casual 1-12 times 6,960 0,959 7,507 7,070 7,338 -4.4% -2.3%
Regular 13-24 times 1,742 1,795 1,780 1,628 1,653 1.5% -7.2%
Frequent 25+ times 1,933 1,736 1,442 1,328 1,488 12.1% 3.2%
CORE 13+ times 3,675 3,530 3,222 2,956 3,140 6.2% -2.5%

Hunting {Shotgun)

Total participation 1+ times 2,545 2,038 8,011 3,276 8,370 1.1% -2.8%
Casual 1-7 times 4,171 4,322 4,620 4,489 4,244 -5.4% -8.1%
Regular 8-14 times 1,797 1,810 1755 izl 1,746 2.0% 0.6%
Frequent 15+ times 2,577 2,500 2,256 2,076 2,380 14.6% 5.5%
CORE 8+ times 4,374 4,316 3,991 3,788 4,126 8.9% 3.4%

*All participation figures are in 000s for the US population ages 6+
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Outdoor Sports (cont.)

1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change

Shooting (Sport Clays)

Total participation 1+ times 4,115 4,199 4,232 4,291 4,296 0.1% 1.5%
Casual 1-7 times 2,596 2,685 2,724 2,808 2,866 2.1% 5.2%
Regular 8-14 times 525 589 599 637 731 14.7% 22.0%
Frequent 15+ times 994 926 910 847 701 -17.2% -23.0%
CORE 8+ times 1,519 1,514 1,509 1,484 1,431 -3.6% -5.2%

Shooting (Trap/Skeet)

Total participation 1+ times 3,376 3,523 3,519 3,489 3,453 -1.0% -1.9%
Casual 1-7 times 2,051 2,132 2,192 2,293 2,208 -3.7% 0.7%
Regular 8-14 times 462 537 516 461 347 18.5% 5.9%
Frequent 15+ times 863 855 811 736 699 -5.0% -13.9%
CORE 8+ times 1,325 1,391 1,327 1,197 1,245 4.1% -6.2%

Target Shooting {Handgun)

Total participation 1+ times 11,736 12,551 12,919 12,485 13,638 9.2% 5.6%
Casual 1-7 times 6,222 6,764 7,279 72315 8,135 10.7% 11.8%
Regular 8-14 times 2,090 2,216 2,114 1,905 2,082 9.3% -1.5%
Frequent 15+ times 3,424 3,571 3,526 3,235 3,421 5.7% -3.0%
CORE 8+ times 5,514 5787 5,640 5,140 5,504 7.1% -24%

Target Shooting (Rifle)

Total participation 1+ times 12,436 12,769 12,916 12,637 13,032 3.1% 0.9%
Casual 1-7 times 6,743 7,071 7,465 7,604 7,823 2.9% 4.8%
Regular 8-14 times 2,097 2,077 1,956 1,903 2,068 8.6% 5.7%
Frequent 15+ times 3,596 3,621 3,496 3,130 Shlab 0.4% -10.1%
CORE &+ times 5693 5,699 5452 5,033 5209 3.5% -4.5%

Wildlife Viewing More Than 1/4 Mile From Home/

Vehicle

Total participation 1+ times 22,974 23,544 22,702 21,158 21,495 1.6% -5.3%

Winter Sports
2006/2007 2007/2008 2008/2009 2009/2010 2010/2011 1 year 2 year
Definition season season season season season change change

Skiing {Alpine/Downhill)

Total participation 1+ times 10,362 10,354 10,633 11,212 10,853 -3.2% 2.1%

Skiing {Cross-country)

Total participation 1+ times 3,530 3,689 4,003 4,344 4,424 1.9% 10.5%

Skiing {Freestyle)

Total participation 1+ times 2,817 2,764 2,831 3,299 3,044 10.5% 28.7%

Snowboarding

Total participation 1+ times 6,341 7,000 7,290 7,809 7,888 1.0% 3.2%

*All participation figures are in 000s for the US population ages 6+
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Winter Sports (cont.)

2006/2007 2007/2008 2008/2009 2009/2010 2010/2011 1 year 2 year
Definition season season season season $8ason change change
Snowmobiling
Total participation 1+ times 4,811 4,736 4,729 4,957 4,908 -1.0% 3.8%
Casual 1-7 times 2,814 2,866 2,956 3,086 3,301 7.0% 11.7%
Regular 8-14 times 799 670 701 785 660 AL -5.8%
Frequent 15+ times 1,198 1,200 1,072 1,086 947 -12.8% -11.7%
CORE 8+ times 1,997 1,870 o778 1,871 1,607 -14.1% -9.4%
Snowshoeing
Total participation 1+ times 2400 2,661 3.177 3.627 3,967 9.4% 24.9%
Telemarking (Downbhill)
Total participation 1+ times 1,173 1,304 1,459 1,652 1,960 18.7% 34.4%
Water Sports
1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change
Boardsailing/Windsurfing
Total participation 1+ times 1,118 12115 1,218 1273 1,384 0.8% 13.7%
Casual 1-7 times 796 883 917 946 941 -0.5% 2.7%
Regular 8-14 times 121 11222 117 216 200 -7.6% 70.5%
Frequent 15+ times 201 209 184 211 244 15.4% 32.3%
CORE 8+ times 322 331 302 428 444 3.7% 47.1%
Canoeing
Total participation 1+ times OkFar 9,866 9,997 10,306 10,170 -1.3% 1.7%
Jet Skiing
Total participation 1+ times 8,055 7,935 7,770 Tk 7,574 -2.1% =2.5%
Casual 1-7 times 4,919 5,027 5,138 5,203 5,400 3.8% 5.1%
Regular 8-14 times %7117 1,127 1,077 1,097 927 5 -13.9%
Frequent 15+ times 1,919 1,781 1,556 1AL 1,248 -13.3% -19.8%
CORE &+ times 27T 2,703 2,632 2,536 2,174 -14.3% -17.4%
Kayaking (Recreational)
Total participation 1+ times F070 3635 6,226 6339 T 15.9% 18.0%
Kayaking (Sea/Touring)
Total participation 1+ times 1,485 1,633 77 1,958 2,087 6.6% 17.5%
Kayaking (White Water)
Total participation 1+ times 1,207 1,225 1,306 1,606 1,694 5.5% 29.8%
Rafting
Total participation 1+ times 4,340 4,496 4,485 4,389 4,141 =57 % -7.7%

*All participation figures are in 000s for the US population ages 6+
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Water Sports (cont.)

1 year 2 year
Definition 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 change change

Sailing

Total participation 1+ times 3,786 4,006 4,284 4,106 B -7.5% -11.4%
Casual 1-7 times 2,204 2,452 2,687 2,604 2,470 -5.2% -8.1%
Regular 8-14 times 696 665 650 611 516 -15.0% -20.6%
Frequent 15+ times 826 890 948 301 812 -8.9% -14.3%
CORE 84 times 1,421 1,503 1,598 1,502 1,328 -11.6% -16.9%

Scuba Diving

Total participation 1+ times 2,965 3,091 2,970 2,938 2,866 -2.5% -3.5%
Casual 1-7 times 1,947 2,065 2,015 2,014 2,027 0.7% 0.6%
Regular 8-14 times 445 494 464 438 424 -3.1% -8.6%
Frequent 15+ times 579 537 491 438 416 -14.8% -15.3%
CORE 8+ times 1,018 1,026 955 925 840 -9.2% -12.0%

Snorkeling

Total participation 1+ times 9,294 9705 9,827 50 9312 -0.2% -5.2%
Casual 1-7 times 7,168 7,508 7,716 e ol -0.8% -5.8%
Regular 8-14 times l k42 1,187 1,169 1,154 1,184 2.6% 1.2%
Frequent 15+ times 984 1,040 942 850 857 0.9% -9.0%
CORE 8+ times 1,919 2,124 2,111 2,003 2,041 1.9% -3.3%

Stand-Up Paddling

Total participation 1+ times 1,050 1,146 9.1%

Surfing

Total participation 1+ times 2,206 2,407 2,505 2,585 2,481 -4.0% -1.0%
Casual 1-7 times 1,256 1,408 1,429 1,423 1,462 2.7% 23%
Regular 8-14 times 402 S8 331 440 414 -5.9% 25.3%
Frequent 15+ times 548 667 746 722 605 -16.2% -18.9%
CORE 8+ times 950 999 1,077 1,162 1,019 -12.3% -5.3%

‘Wakeboarding

Total participation 1+ times 3,521 3.532 3,561 3,611 3,517 -2.6% -1.2%
Casnal 1-7 times 2,405 2,409 2418 2,462 2,378 -3.4% -1.7%
Regular 8-14 times 451 494 534 550 Sl -6.3% -3.5%
Frequent 15+ times 665 630 609 601 625 4.1% 2.6%
CORE 8+ times 1,116 1,124 1,143 1,150 1,141 -0.8% -0.2%

‘Water Skiing

Total participation 1+ times 5,918 5,756 5,228 4,849 4,626 -4.6% -11.5%
Casual 1-7 times 3,811 3,796 3,545 3,278 3,094 -5.6% -12.7%
Regular 8-14 times 805 825 301 797 756 -5.2% -5.6%
Frequent 15+ times 1,302 1,134 883 774 776 0.3% -12.1%
CORE 8+ times 207 1,959 1,683 1,571 Lasd -2.5% -9.0%

*Ali participation figures are in 000s for the US population ages 6+
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Appendix C
Community Input Survey Results
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Q 1 How many times have you visited each of the following County Parks in the past year?

Imerman Memorial Park

Percentage
Never 46 25.99%

[
1-3times 70 39.55% I

[ |

I

[ |

4 -9times 29 16.38%
10 - 15 times 7 03.95%
More than 15 times 25 14.12%
177

William H. Haithco Recreation Area

Percentage
Never 42.37%
1-3times 66 37.29%
4 -9times 18 10.17%
10 - 15 times 5 02.82%
More than 15 times 13 07.34%
177

Saginaw Valley Rail Trail

Percentage
Never 56 31.46%

.
1-3times 47 26.40% I

|

]

i

4 -9times 23 12.92%
10 - 15 times 23 12.92%
More than 15 times 29 16.29%
178

Veterans Memorial Park

Never 77.71%
1-3times 31 17.71% [
4 -9times 7 04.00% [ |

10 - 15 times 0 00.00%

More than 15 times 1 00.57% |
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Ringwood Forest

Percentage
Never 129 74.57%
1-3times 29 16.76%
4 -9times 8 04.62%
10-15times 6 03.47%
More than 15 times 1 00.58%

Price Nature Center

Percentage
Never 119 66.48%
1-3times 30 16.76%
4 -9times 17 09.50%
10 - 15 times 4 02.23%
More than 15 times g 05.03%

Q 2. Why do you and/or your family visit Saginaw County parks?

Please check all that apply.

Percentage

Fitness and exercise (walking, O ]
running, bicycling) 19 O7.61%
To attend a Parks and Recreation 41 23 30% [
program
Casual/informal use (swim, picnic, 68 38.64% _
geocaching, playground) R
To enjoy nature 98 55.68% I
Other (please specify): 40 22.73% [ |
176
Other (please specify): Running events Dog walking / dog park
Community Events Watch cross country meets
dogs Boy scout merit badges Tennis courts
We would like to see Boy Scout Cross country meets Curious interest
merit badge activities (classes) Fishing Fishing
Bark Park walking my dog dog park
Special events Saginaw running club We don't because there are none in
dog exercise - 3 dogs Walk dog our area. They are all north of 46
fun concerts except one in St. Charles.
walk the dog or dog park Fishing cool engine in car
Low cost Kayaking Cross country meets
dog park Family Gatherings we don't...there are none in the city
Phptography only park we use is Hoyt park cross country skiing and dog
community event Camping at Price walking
Cross country meets and 5k runs! attend special event Cross Country Meet
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Q 3. Which features would you like to see added to the different Saginaw County Parks? In
the box, please indicate where you'd like to see this if you have a particular park in mind
(see park facilities in the map at the beginning of the survey).

Please check all that apply.

Count Percentage
Splash Park 35 22.44% -
More Park Land 37 23.72% -
Walking/Biking Paths 91 58.33% ]
Pavilions/Picnic Areas 32 20.51% [ ]
Ball Diamonds 13 08.33% [ |
Playgrounds 22 14.10% [ |
Skate Park 10 06.41% [ |
Basketball Courts 10 06.41% |
Dog Park 31 19.87% [ |
Drinking Fountains 40 25.64% -
Restrooms 57 36.54% I
Disc Golf 32 20.51% B
Canoe/Kayak Rental 46 29.49% e
Other (please specify the feature(s) -
you'd like to see and where you'd like 22 14.10%
to see them):

156

Splash Park

imerman
Imerman and Haithco
immerman park
imerman
Haithco
Immerman Park
haithco

Haithco
Haithco
Immerman
Haitcho
Haithco

More Park Land

Additional parks east and west side
of county,

Wickes

Price

Imerman

Immerman

Imerman

Price

Hemlock/Merrill Area
Walking/Biking Paths

More at Imerman

rail yrail

Better Maintainance at Ringwood
Imerman and Haithco

All the parks
Wickes/Imerman
Imerman

imerman

Imerman

Imerman

All

all parks

Immerman

Immerman - walking
Extend SVRT and connect it with
other area trails
Tittabawassee Township
Added throughout county
extend rail trail

Expand trails at
Imerman/Ring/Price

Pavilions/Picnic Areas
all of them

Veterans
immerman

Ball Diamonds

haithco park
NOT Imerman

Playgrounds
all of them

All
Veterans

Skate Park
Imerman Park
Basketball Courts

Everywhere-This is a basketball
town!
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all of them

Dog Park

Haithco Park

all

haithco

in Saginaw Propper
haithcoo

Haithco

Drinking Fountains

all

rail trail
Ringwood

All

Imerman Park
All parks
Immerman
Imerman
imerman
Imerman
ringwood

rail trail

water spigot on foutain to fill water
bottles from

Restrooms

all

rail trail

Imerman's need to be updated
Ringwood

All

Imerman Park!
Imerman

All parks

Imerman

Imerman

Veterans

hoyt park
Immerman

Price Nature Center
immerman

Disc Golf

all

Haithco

Imerman

NOT Imerman
Ringwood

ringwood

imerman Memorial Park
anywhere

Price Nature Center

Canoe/Kayak Rental

Imerman
haithco
Haithco
Imerman

ringwood

Immerman or elsewhere with water
access other than Haithco.

Any

Other (please specify the
feature(s) you'd like to see
and where you'd like to
see them):

We'd like to go to the parks to do
boy scout merit badge classes
Get dioxin out of Imerman or offer
wash-off facilities

vendors or machines

A dog beach at Haithco

A stage for concerts. Haithco or
Immerman

extend rail trail

I would like to move the Tri City
Barbarians rugby team from
Midland to Saginaw.
Tricityrugby@gmail.com

runner friendly park

a permanent 5K course at imerman
Fishing Ramps like in Bay City in
Veteran Park

Better launch sites on the Cass,
Tittabawassee, Shiawassee (& in
refuge), Flint, Bad rivers into
Saginaw.

cross country skiing

The ability to bring dogs into the
parks that don't allow them. I will
not use them if | can't bring my dog.
Camping

A rail trail connecting the city of
Saginaw to center road. How about
shoulder extension along Michigan
ave to center road.

Nothing added, facilities should be
upgraded

Fishing boat launches like in Bay
Citt.

Unless you're going to become a
COUNTY park system, including
adding parks to the southern half of
the county, and maybe some that
don't have a Saginaw address - the
city already has its own park
system - | don't see a need to add
anything.

wont like to have a park in the City
of Saginaw. We are paying for
parks in the County and they are
not located where city residents
can EASILY get to them

more canoe/kayak access points
on rivers- Cass, Tittabawasee,
Shiawassee, Bad, etc.

dog beach, outdoor fitness
equipment, adaptable kayak
launch, natural playground,
boardwalk at Haithco, mini-golf,
tree houses

park office outside of courthouse
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Q 4. What types of activities would you like to see more of?

Please check all that apply.

Adult programs
Teen programs
Childrens programs

Nature / Outdoor classes and
programs

Aquatic-based programming
Travel programs

Fitness classes

Special needs programs

Nature-based programs

Other (please specify):

Count Percentage
54 39.71% s
33 24.26% e
43 31.62% -
73 53.68% I
28 20.59% [ ]
14 10.29% [ |
50 36.76% [
19 13.97% [
65 47.79% [ ]
20 14.71% [
136

Other (please specify):

boy scout merit badge classes
would be a big draw. It's not hard to
get qualified to be a merit badge
counselor.

activities for elderly

Family concerts

art-drawing and painting out of
doors

Tai Chi early morning classes in
summer

Run / walk race events

Dog Training Classes

boy scout merit badges

none

snowshoeing Imerman/Wickes
Fishing

None

Fishing

I would like to see a county park
system that actually serves the
entire county, not mainly the city of
Saginaw.

At a City park...all of the above

no programs needed- use money to
provide facilities

Paddleboarding, community garden
(greenhouse/fruit trees), adopt a
garden program, entertainment on
the water (boat races, etc.), bike
rentals

Sport trips
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Q 5. Please evaluate the following aspects of Saginaw County Parks and Recreation.

Safety and Security

Percentage
Very Good 58 34.32%
Good 68 40.24%
Neutral 35 20.71%
Poor 6 03.55%

Very Poor 2 01.18%

Quality of Programs

Percentage
Very Good 39 25.00%
Good 42 26.92%
Neutral 61 39.10%
Poor 12 07.69%

Very Poor 2 01.28%
156

Variety of Facilities/Amenities

Percentage
Very Good 42 25.30%
Good 68 40.96%
Neutral 38 22.89%
Poor 15 09.04%
Very Poor 3 01.81%

Maintenance and Appearance

Percentage
Very Good 23
Good 76 45.24%
Neutral 28 16.67%
Poor 7 04.17%
Very Poor 1 00.60%

3%
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Quallity/Friendliness of Staff

Count Percentage
Very Good 60 37.04%
Good 50 30.86%
Neutral 42 25.93%
poor 8 04.94%
Very Poor 2 01.23%

Q 6. If there is a person with a disability in your family, please indicate which of the
following would make the Saginaw County parks more user-friendly for you and your family
member. (Check all that apply.)

Count Percentage
No one with a disability in our family 108 79.41% ]
Flatter, easier grades 7 05.15% |
Accessible playgrounds 4 02.94% |
Accessibile parking 6 04.41% |
Accessible waterfront access 12 08.82% [ |
Accessible restrooms 13 09.56% [ |
Paved trails 19 13.97% [ |
Other (please specify) 4 02.94% |

136

Other (please specify)

Those really nice ramp launches they have in Midland

Having a park closer to all residents, whether disabled or not, would better serve the county.
At a City park, all of the above

More areas for resting on rail trails

Q 7. Saginaw County's parks are primarily supported by a voter-approved 0.1615 mill tax
levy. This equals approximately $12 annually on a home with a $75,000 taxable value. This
tax levy will be up for renewal in 2015 and may appear for a vote on the ballot in August
2014. How do you feel about this tax levy which supports your Saginaw County parks?

Percentage

| feel this levy is very fair. | will
support its renewal in 2015.

I would like to see Saginaw County
enhance and improve its parks. |
would support an increase in this tax
levy.

62 34.83%

08 50500 I
L]
u

I will not support any renewal or
increase in the Saginaw County parks 18 10.11%
tax levy.
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Q 8. What do you like best
about Saginaw County
Parks and Recreation?

Dog park

Proximity, easy access and trails.
Variety

open space

Well, my kids loved the "camp" they
went to at Haithco many years ago.
They're getting older now - 11 and
13 - so | don't know if they'd still be
interested in that. We love taking
our 2 year old lab to the dog things
but have missed them due to
scheduling. | think the parks
should investigate hosting boy
scout merit badge classes. There
are many outdoor classes that your
park rangers could teach. I've also
been talking to Green Point about
hosting one - maybe a joint one to
start off?

childrens programs

| guess the Bark Park

| like the Grand Hotel bus trip for
Seniors and the Senior Citizen
picnic at Haithco Park.

That we have as many as we do
and that they each are so different;
that they are unspoiled.

Access to natural areas that
otherwise wouldn't be available to

us city dwellers.

BEing able to go swimming locally
without having to go up north

bike routes

kids programs are free
Just getting outdoors
Open. Natural. accessible.
Space to explore nature

lake swim at Haithco with Team
ATP on Wednesday nights

swimming hiking

Bark Park
Well maintained

They are lovely and renew my
spirit.

| use the rail trail a lot.
Emerman 's rural feeling
Variety of programs

The friendly staff and people you
cross paths with

Low cost.

reality break without having too far
to travel

Local, not crowded, not
extravagant.

close to home

Opportunity to enjoy outdoors close
to home.

They are close by. At least three
facilities close to my home. | love
the Rail Trail and would love this

feature to grow.

The staff is great. They are willing
to help out any time of the day.

I like that you added a small dog
park

| think that Haithco is one of the
best run Parks in the County. All
the parks are very clean. The parks
allow us to get back in touch with
mother nature - that relieves stress
and gives one a chance to reflect
on what is going on around them.

The Railsl Trails are awesome but
need to be expanded to connect to
the City of Saginaw to increase the
full use of our county as we expand
the young professionals living in the
City of Saginaw. Also, | would like
to have Tai Chi classes in the early
morning at Imerman
Park......thanks for asking!

The variety of parks activities,
areas - can do something different
at each one

The Rail Trail - it is beautiful and
well maintained!

They are easy to find and easy to
get to. Roadside appearance in
inviting.

Competitive recreational activities,
nice facilities, their interest in
providing services and classes to
the public.

Paved bike trails

| like that they each a little different
and offer variety to Saginaw
County.

The trails.

location of parks throughout the
county.

| can take my family there and have
fun.

All my friends love all pf the parks
variety

| like the fact that we have them, |
know | haven't attended all the
programs or all the parks, but | am
gladd there is a variety.

The variety of settings and ability to
connect with nature. | especially
enjoy picnicking and bike riding in
the parks.

The well maintained rail trail. | love
the fact that it is swept weekly and
repaired when needed. Great job.
Nature

the staff is vey friendly and are
always looking for ways to serve
the public wants and are constantly
looking for ways to improve the
parks and rec. program.

Nature

Variety of park types and proactive
management.

The way they are now

its a quite place to go hiking
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I love the trails at Imerman park.
Wickes needs to have better trails
for runners and walkers. Also at
Wickes since there has been disc
golfers, it has really taken a toll on
the people that | know that run or
walk there. People are harassed
by the golfers, have had discs
thrown at them, seen them urinate
in the woods etc. Now we don't
feel comfortable going to Wickes
anymore to run/walk. Please don't
build a disc golf at Imerman.

I was only aware of two of the
parks. | LOVE the rail traill My
family and | spend many summer
nights on this in Thomas and
James townsips. We feel very
safe. We also use Immerman
Park. We find the park to be clean
and fun for the kids. The down side
is that there is not enough shade
near the playground here. It often
is TOO hot there for playground
activity. Also, there are no picnic
table near the playground. The
picnic tables and shelter, although
very nice, are too far from the
playground for parents of real little
kids. Placing some shade and
picnic tables closer to the park
would be beneficial.

The staff is the best!! They are
super friendly and always willing to
promote new programs and are a
great partner with other community
organizations.

Running Trails

It's nice to have the parks available
for use by county citizens. The
variety of parks provide a variety of
services, environments and
recreational opportunities for us.
Imerman offers a beautiful location
for the Hawks Running Club to
meet during the summer. It's
wonderful to see kids (ages 5 to
young adults) out running two or
three times a week, in this day and
age of overweight kids. In addition,
many of the parents run or walk
(I'm one of the walkers.) which is
great for the overall health of adults
too.

I like that Imerman has a nice trail
that loops around the park for
running. | run at imerman park 2
days out of the week during the
summer when we hold are running
club at the park. It is a safe place

which allows the area youth to run
on the trails of the park.

Location
Walking trails at Immerman

The room to run on trails like at
Imerman

| appreciate how there are plenty of
manmade facilities to use, but there
is still a very pleasant amount of
nature surrounding those facilities.
Parks well-maintained

Walking and Running trails

The variety of opportunities that are
available

well maintained
Location

| don't like the fact that there aren't
any parks in the city of saginaw

Nothing they do not compare with a
lot of other counties. | did not even
know we had any let alone 5 county
parks and | have lived here 65
years. | thought Saginaw Township
owned 3 of the mentioned. Maybe
more Public Education is needed.

I like the rail trail

The water and walk

Location

Proximity

the rail trail is awesome

Rail Trail for cycling.

They are open to suggestions to
serve the residents.

That we still try....

The 5K Dashing Through the Snow
was wonderful

A chance to. Commune with nature
Close to home

The outdoor opportunities,
especially the rail trail.

the workers

Easy access

Their playgrounds and their trails
Location.

Lots of places!

Location

the variety, cleanliness

Easy to access

Maintenance is excellent

Spread out so there is generally
one close by to where you live.

We really enjoy the parks system
and fully support a renewal of the

tax levy.

They capture the natural beauty of
Saginaw County.

diversity of what is offered

The diversity of the parks - paved
trails, woods, athletic courts, etc.

I did not know these were County
Parks, | am 65 and must not have
received any public education.
The rail trail.

Cleanliness

Haithco and Immerman park water
access

Na

That they are free to enjoy and well
maintained

The rail trail and dog park.

Short drive to get there.

They are great places to go with my
kids and my dog for outdoor
activity.

trees , picnic tables

close by and lots of variety.

We have parks

Convenience

nothing
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Saginaw Valley Rail Trail

Rail trail

We feel safe using the parks.
Rail Trail

The expansions of the rail trails.

well maintained rail trail,
friendliness and willingness to help
on the part of the staff and John
Schmude's dedication

They do a good job of keeping the
walking paths up

The Staff and their love of the
Parks and Rec.

nature nature nature
Safe place to go to exercise.

dog park

Q 9. What is one thing you
would do to improve
Saginaw County Parks
and Recreation?

Organized larger events-running
and winter races; art, nature and
recreation fairs/festivals-to raise
funds, promote parks & importance
of nature and fitness.

Make more activities available at
different times

litter removal

Have more classes and activities.
That will bring people in. You will
get more folks to the parks with boy
scout programs... Then they will
return to just enjoy the parks. We
also like the dog activities.

more childrens programs and play
areas

Cleanliness of the Bark Park. Some
owners just won't cleanup after
their pets.

More programs and events,
especially maybe for adults and
retires

Allow dogs in Haithco in restricted
area, and allow them access to the
water.

Keep them open into September to
allow for fall swimming

more restrooms
bathrooms

Family programs and events,
concerts.

Add a music pavilion to imerman
for summer events

More parking near the bark park
More security

More rail trails connect to other
communities and restrooms.| would
like to see the rail trail have a
starting point in the city of Saginaw
that joins the existing ones.

Clean up some of the many
downed trees. | know it is natural
but looks cluttered

Improve bark park, too small,
needs swimming area

Add more staff to offer more
programs at the same time.

Provide doggie bag stations, seems
some people don't bring bags,
maybe this would keep the trails
cleaner

Be consistent in rules. Example.
We have a free problem for youth.
MANY KIDS DO NOT HAVE
MONEY. Attendant tried to charge
us per child in a church van.
Previously this never happended.

senior friendly
Don't know.

Looking forward ro expansion of rail
trail from St. Charles to Chesaning
and possibly to Shiawassee County

I wish we had more fishing areas.

dog owners be more responsible
and pick up after their dogs, staff
not around to tell them.

| wish you would allow walkers from
near by business/offices to walk for
free during their breaks or lunch
hour. | know you all want to
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encourage a healthier lifestyle for
all of us:)

| believe that connecting the Rails
Trails would be best for the entire
county. The securityvia lighting
and periodic drive bys of law
enforcement is critical.

A County park on the east side of
the county - Frankenmuth area -
maybe on the Cass River?

The entrance to Haithco off Schust
needs to be greatly improved -
once you pass the eye medical
building, the road narrows and it
isn't clear there is a fun park just
down the road.

Advertise the classes and offered
activities to the public more. Public
radio would be a suggestion.

More paved bike trails

Keep the trails up and don't put in
anymore disc golf.

continue to connect the rail trail to
communities throughout Saginaw.
Is there a map of all of the rail trails
in Saginaw County whether they
are county owned or not

More parking, and maybe a water
park.

Nothing I can think of

Bathrooms

| can't complain, but if we could
have more free programs and if
transportation can be available in
the city to the out of the way parks
for scheduled activities.

Continue extending the Rail Trail
into Saginaw Township and
connect to other trails in the area.
Extend the rail trail to Chesaning.
Somewhere to add a rugby field.
some of the wooded areas have a
lot of dead trees, fallen and
standing if removed it would
improve the appearance.

More focus on conservation

More hiking, walking, running trails.

Provide more opportunities for
linkage between the City of
Saginaw and the rest of the
County.

more running trails

flush toilets in the rear of Imerman
park

Better walking/running paths.
See above statement.

Also, have you ever thought of a
beach? Check out Hawk Island in
Lansing area. They have a
manmade lake, splash park,
concession stand, picnic area,
bathrooms there. Life guards are
on duty. A small fee is paid at the
gate. This would be welcomed in
saginaw county (BUT NOT THE
CITY).

My family will drive to Midland to
use this type of facility. It be
wonderful if we could drive to
Freeland instead.

More walking paths at Immerman

Already good, more fitness
programs, community events

| would be nice to develop more
woodland trails at Imerman.

More parkland, especially
immerman.

No disc golf it has ruined wickes
and no one likes to run there
anymore so don't put one at
Imerman or the Saginaw running
organizations will have no where to
run

The addition of a frisbee golf
course to Wickes Park has been
one of the worst park decisions my
family can recall. It is the park
closest to our house and as such,
we take our younger family
members out there to enjoy the
trails, fields, and other beauty that
nature has to offer. After the frisbee
golf course was added, the park
became littered with trash
(including beer bottles, cans, and
cigarettes). Most every golfer there
reeks of smoke and alcohol and
won't hesitate to cuss or make
inappropriate comments to/around
our kids. They also don't even
hesitate to check where they throw

their frisbees, endangering
everyone in our group. We were
even hit by one a few times. The
parks are fine as they are. Please
do not add on more "facilities" as
the parks are already beginning to
attract the wrong type of crowd.

Re-pave the parking lots

Bigger and better signage at all the
entrances.

Some more events like the family
fishing fest - that is
awesome...family ice fishing fest??

do more fishing tourn.

Organized concert schedule for
Haithco Park

Put parks in the city of sAginaw
More Public Education informing us
on what is out there, the only thing |
know about any of the parks is
some little league games and Polar
Jump at Haitco.

I am very angry, and don't go to
Immerman because, even though
I'm taxed for it, you charge me to
use it!

Security

Offer a concert series at haithco
Bring in or allow events groups to
operate within the parks. Concerts,
races, etc.

Extend rail trail toward Chesaning

Groom cross country ski trails more
often!

Bike trails to connect more areas to
allow biking to work, shopping etc

Bike trail on the West side of river
or just more of them.

Security

More activities and upgraded
facilities. More rail trail

add more all-year activities, such
as cross country skiing

longer hours

Trail maintenance
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Remove fee from Imerman.

Allow dogs. The beach at haithco
can be covered with dirty nasty
people but | can't take my dog
there? Seems silly.

Disc Golf and camping!

perhaps provide more adult
programs that have accessible
times for those that work.

More accessible hours along with
more available activities

Rail trail expansion into the city of
saginaw

I'd LOVE to see more bike paths
close to where we live - Thomas
Twp. near Tittabawassee/Graham
location. We drive to the Saginaw
Valley rail trail but would LOVE to
have one closer to where we live.

Add more parks in the north
western part of the county.

Upgrade existing facilities, such as
paving parking lots, resurfacing
tennis courts or basketball courts,
or maintaining pavilions. The
current amenities offered are
adequate, its the condition of the
facilities that should be focused on
not the expansion of services or
programs. Effective planning of
capital improvements is the key to
success, sustainability and
longevity.

A clean river system-- pie in the sky
but that would be my one wish.

Create more paved trails and
unpaved hiking trails; link existing
paved trails with

There are no parks that are in the
southern part of the county, all are
located to primarily serve the larger
population of saginaw and the
immediately surrounding
communities

take better care of grass cutting

Public Education and move county
fair to North Sginaw County, where
it presently is it is more like a small

town festival and not a county fair

More awareness is needed. | have

not been to several parks, but enjoy
the outdoors a great deal.

Vets Park is a dump. Close it.
Cleaner

I'd like price nature centre to open
at 6am in the spring & summer - so
| can walk my dogs before work.
Also poop scoop stations or bins to
encourage people to clean up after
their dogs. At least by the
playground where kids play.

Need a dog park on the east side of
the county at Price Nature Center.

More activities .

Ringwood Forest and Immerman
are nice, but | would love to have a
park with more hills and longer
scenic trails for long hikes,
mountain biking, and for X-country
skiing.

Actually serving the entire county
would be an improvement. I've
read the previous plan and as far
as | could see, there are no plans
to be anything other than a service
provider for the City of Saginaw.
The only expansion plans appear to
be to connect the City of Saginaw
with the City of Bay City and the
City of Midland . . . . do you have
any plans for the entire southern
portion of the county? Why should
residents in the southern portion of
the county support a millage when
not only don't you provide services
within their areas, you have no
plans to service the area. The City
of Saginaw already has its own
park department. The COUNTY
park department should serve the
entire county. It should at least be
making effort to ensure that every
quarter of the county has a park
before expanding parks in areas
already served.

water

more parking at Immerman and
more bathrooms would also like to
see more pavillions available

Updated playground equipment

locate one or more parks in the City
of Saginaw

More rail trails and/or non-

motorized pathways

Build bridge over or tunnel under
swan creek road to improve rail trail

Keep water fountains working.

get more property, expand parks
More areas

clearly mark the crosswalks on the
rail trail so drivers know to stay out
of the crosswalk area

The hours. | would like to be able to

go to the parks before or after work
during the winter.
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eeccccccscccce

Q 10. How many years have you lived in Saginaw County?

Count Percentage

Less than 1 4 02.21%
lto4 6 03.31%
5to 10 10 05.52%
11to 19 21 11.60%
Over 20 140 77.35%
181

Q 11. How many people live in your household?

Percentage
1 11.67%
2 67 37.22%
3-5 85 47.22%

6 or more 7 03.89%
180

Q 12. What is your age?

Percentage
under 18 4 02.25%
18-29 15 08.43%
30-39 28 15.73%
40-49 45 25.28%
50-64 60 33.71%
65 and older 26 14.61%
178

Do you have any additional comments or concerns about Saginaw County Parks and
Recreation?

Creatively collaborate with local business and non-profit organizations to promote quality of life activities.

Stepanie is GREAT....give her a Raise!!!!

| would love to see boy scout merit badge classes at the parks.

You do a good job with limited resources. LOVE the humorous signs in the dog park - they make the point without nagging!

Keep doing a great job.
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eeccccccscccce

Thank you for the survey. The older we get the more we need to get out in nature.

Great job as funds shrink

no

From what | have been able to see, it looks like you do a good job.

Good job in all you do.

Keep up the good work!

Kepp up the good work.

Personally, | think overall the Parks and Recreation due a fine job in maintening and offering a variety of programs of all
interests to the all Saginaw County residents. It's unfortunate that some don't take advantage of these programs and
concerts, etc.... | think our Parks are one of the "Gem" of Saginaw County.

The playground at Imerman (the playground that is visible from M-47) has standing water issues and it needs better shade.
There are trees, but in the afternoon in the middle of summer, the shade is not falling on the play equipment or the bench.

I enjoy knowing that the parks are there and being taken care of.

Discuss locations for a rugby field in Saginaw.

Immerman Park is one of the last parks the hasn't been converted to a Frisbee golf park. We have enough of these parks in
the area. It should remain and even be improved as a place for hiking, walking, running rove

Do not add Disk Golf my Cross Country Team loves to run at the parks and so do many others, it will make it hard to run at
them

I would like to see a permanant 5K cours at Imerman park, it is used for 5K races several times throughout the year and It
would be nice if a trail with signs were set up there permanantly. A disk golf course was built in Randall Wickes park and it
cut down a lot of the trees and ruined the hicking and running paths and sad to say the disk golfers are not frendly to hickers
and runners at that park

You need to advertise. What is the nature center about? Can we go for free/small fee? Do you offer field trips?

Please don't add any disc golf out at Immerman Park.

Please no disc course at Immerman

I would NOT like to see a disc golf course added to Imerman because it makes the park area dangerous to other park users.
In the area where | grew up (upstate New York), the disc golf was put in an attached parcel that was only used for disc golf.
By doing this, the golfers didn't have to worry about errant throws hitting park patrons. Our experience at Wickes in Saginaw
Township is that the disc golf area is unsafe for walking, running, etc. In addition, our young runners have been sworn at,
thrown at and had other such negative experiences from some disc golfers. With disc golf sites at Wickes and in Freeland,
we don't need it at Imerman.

| would not recommend adding a disc golf course to any of the Saginaw county parks. | have seen firsthand how a disc golf
course can ruin a park. Wickes Park added a disc golf course a few years ago and this as ruined the park. The individuals
that play disc golf at wicks are rude, they urinate were ever they please, they have told kids where to purchase crack, the
park is littered with beer bottles and all other sorts of items. | used to run at Wicks Park all of the time needless to say | no
long run there it is not the type of environment | want to be around and | feel it is no longer a safe park.

We don not want a disc golf at Immerman. You added on to Randall Wicks. We can not run there anymore. Due to more
garbage. Rude disc gilders swearing, urinating and threatening people. Safety issues with disc flying. Worst thing u could
have added to the park. It was a nice park to enjoy but not anymore.

Imermans bathrooms stink and are dirty they should be better taken care of or just new ones

Imerman Park is our favorite. Heritage and White Pine use this park for their running events and because of this we have
enjoyed many hours of fun there. PLEASE don't make any changes that would take away from this beautiful setting for
FAMILY FUN. Thank You.

| think it is crap that | pay taxes for a park and than have to pay admisson to get in

Put a park in the city of saginAw

Rail trail costs for initial construction and continued use are too high. The per capita cost for items like this in Saginaw
County and elsewhere throughout the state are a pour use of tax dollars.

Did not know there were any parks and also Chesanaing was not a good location for the county fair, should have been in
Northern Saginaw County., i do not go anymore it's more like a small town festival.

Even the National parks allow seniors a break, | shouldn't have to pay to use my Parks

no

I'm a huge fan of Imerman Park. My children love to run the trails.

Please keep the rail trail maintained as in the passed.

No

no

always be attentive to safety of those using the parks.

More swimming areas.
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Disc golf is nice and increases usage of parks, but it ruins walking trails for people who want to relax and just visit nature in
solitude.

Keep up the good work! Saginaw County needs a vibrant and relative parks and recreation agency as the county will always
have a natural beauty going for it even if the "built" evironment suffers from economic hardship. We need to continue to
invest in the recreation potential of our natural features!

| do not feel that a millage on the many to support the needs of the few is either justified or constitutional. Parks and rec
should be self supporting by specific user fees and eliminate the county wide millage. The county operates in a constant
deficit spending state with out addressing lowering expenses.

Veterans memorial park seems like its abandoned grass be knee high, when | was a kid we went there every weekend
Move the County Fair to Northern Saginaw County and public education on park system

| hope the board is unpaid. If it is a pAid board, | would not support the millage.

they lack nature displays and wild life viewing areas. see Genesee and Midland co parks

Saginaw County Parks should work with local governments to connect the rail trails to the southeast corner of the county,
around the old Interurban rail line.

Overall, | think the parks are a great resource for our community, and | would support more acreage, including more parks
and expanding the existing ones. Our family uses the parks for hiking, running/jogging, walking the dog, playing on the
playground equipment, fishing, biking and X-C skiing. Having dog access at county parks is great, because the Shiawassee
Wildlife Refuge does not allow dogs.

It doesn't matter how good the existing parks are, or how friendly the staff is. The current director and board have
completely ignored almost the entire southern half of the county. Other than one park in St. Charles, just south of M46,
there are no other parks south of M46. The entire southern half, especially the south eastern quarter, have been completely
ignored by the county. Why should residents of the southern half of the county support a millage for a department that
completely ignores them?

Need to leave politics out of hiring practices

| am opposed to paying taxes for county parks when there are no parks in the city of Saginaw.

Visit anchorage Alaska and look at their trail system.

None.

Saginaw County parks are one of the hidden gems of Saginaw County with the rail trail being the best feature.

n/a

i feel the parks are run by knowledgable staff with their finger on the pulse of the users

Other ideas: wi-fi in the parks, online payment options, interpretive signs at parks to learn about nature
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WWant to save this Pin
for yourself? Go ahead

"wv «=~NT YOUR OPINION!

Saginaw County is updating = e R i
its Parks and Recreation s

Master Plan. Please take a
few minutes to take our
online survey so we know
what you think about parks
and recreation in our
community. Help us plan for
the future!

Go to www.SaginawCoRecPlan.com

SaginawCoRecPlan.com is a 12-guestion survey which allows
you to provide valuable input about parks and recreation in
Saginaw County.

Please visit www.SaginawCoRecPlan.com

QR code to take the survey!

Uplbaded to Pintarast

Saginaw Parks « 10 v o
Ba & part of tha big pictural Take aur online survay and tall us what you want to sas in your
county parks!

E Saginaw County Parks 5 Fetiow

We need your ideas! We are
updating our parks&rec master plan
and want your input. Visit
SaginawCoRecPlan.com. (Please
share!)

Don't miss any updates from Saginaw County Parks



Saginaw County Parks shared a link.
December 13, 2013

We need your ideas! We're working on drafting an update to
our five year parks and recreation master plan and we want to
know what you think! Do you want to see more paved trails?
Do you want to have birding classes? What are your thoughts?
Let us know by completing a short survey at
www.SaginawCoRecPlan.com. Thanks! (Please share!)

Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Plan Survey
www.saginawcorecplan.com

Like - Comment - Share 1 & 13
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Saginaw County residents asked to rate county park system

yy-kayakingd01.JPG

Saginaw County Parks kayaks are lined up along the water's edge during a beginning kayaking class
Thursday, &ug. 1, at Haithco Recre ation Area, 2121 Schust in Saginaw Township, (¥at Yossifor | Miive.com)
Mark Tower | mtower@mlive.com By Mark Tower | mtower@mlive.com

Email the author | Follow on Twitter

on December 25, 2013 at 100 PM, updated December 25, 2013 at 1:08 PM

SAGINAW, MI — Residents, tell Saginaw County what you think about the county's park system,.

The Saginaw County Parks online survey is designed to help county officials design a new master plan to

envision the future of parks and recreation in the area.
« Visit this page to fill out the brief, 12-question survey

Saginaw County Parks Directar John Schmude said they are looking for as much input for the community as

possible hefore starting work on the master plan.

Those filling out the survey are asked how often they visit each of the county's sik parks, what draws them
to those parks and what park features and activities should be added. The survey also provides the

opportunity to rate county park amenities, maintenance, safety, programs and staff,

One of the final guestions on the survey deals with the 0.1615 countywide tax levy, which funds the parks
and recreation programs in Saginaw County, The survey seeks input an how residents feel about renewal

of the millage, a question which voters will decide in August 2014,

Saginaw County owns and operates 550 acres of parkland spread among siz parks, including the Saginaw

Yalley Rail Trail running from lames Township to St Charles.,

The county parks are managed by the 10-member Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Commission, first

formed in 1969, The commission meets monthly.

Mark Tower covers local governrment for MilvesThe Saginaw Mews, Copntact himm at 989-284-4807, by emall

3t mtower@mlive.com or follow hirmm on Twitter, Facebook or Google+,

& 2014 MLive.com. All rights reserved,



Sign in with your MLive.com, Facebook or Google account or sign up Y -~

m Please review the Community Rules before posting

Comments (7) ~

Popular Topics

+ pause live updates

BheanSaoirse 2 months ago

The problem with public park systems Is that very few use them but everyone is
forced to fund them. In Saginaw County, there are some great parks, but take a look
at the map - except for one park in St. Charles, there are no parks south of M46.
There are none in the entire south eastern quarter of the county. Every park except
the one In St. Charles has a Saginaw address. The county parks department is
supposed to be serving the entire county, not focusing on the city of Saginaw.
Looking at the old Master Plan, there are no plans to provide services In the southern
half of the county in the future either. Why would residents in the southern half of the
county support a millage when they are ignered by the county department?

sparkenator 2 months ago

| don't use the parks much , especially on days like today . | feel they are necessary
for quality of life in the community . | would vote 0.1616 on the tax levy but not a
penny more.

i

Dr Kurt 2 months age

The county wide millage is just another attempt at pulling tax revenue from the many
to support the few. Parks and Recreation should be supported by user fees and
donations from those that specifically use the parks. | am curious if the current
millage entirely support the parks system including salaries or If it only partially
supports the department.

GenAirhead 2 months ago

County residents Who already support the parks (their publicly ewned property)
through taxes should not have to pay to enjoy any of their land. So | give the parks a
failing grade.

Sagnasty 2 months ago

I'll bet you never use them either.

BheanSaoirse 2 months ago

| would agree that people who are paying through their taxes shouldn't have to
pay again at the gate. The problem is that it's not just residents that pay, it's
anyone who owns property. So, do we exem pt residents only or residents and
property owners? If we do, how do we administer that system?

Is the failing grade due entirely to the funding process? If so, you're not failing
the parks, you're failing the entire system. State parks are also funded by taxes,
but have entry fees. The entry fees are not tiered for state residents or property
owners vs. non-residents or property owners. The system penalizes everyone
involved:; residents and property owners who do not use the parks are still
paying for them and residents who DO use the parks are paying twice.

I love parks. | have visited many; worked In some. However, when millages
come for a vote on things like parks, | remind myself that | am not voting on
whether to give my money to support the parks. | don't need to vote to do that, |
can donate and support It at any time. What a vote is really asking is this . . . do
you think whatever you're voting on is important enough to force your neighbors
to financially support it against thelr will? It's not about whether the parks are
nice, whether the staff is nice, whether YOU use the parks regularly or not. It's
about whether you support the use of coercive force via the government to
make your nelghbors financlally contribute to semething. Even If you use the
parks every day, is it... more

Twerky 2months ago

The park system is wonderful and my family loves the dog parkl
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Saginaw County Parks shared a link.
January 3

NOTICE: The survey for the Recreation Plan
(www.saginawcorecplan.com) will end at the close of business
today.

Electronic versions of the draft Recreation Plan will be available
Monday, January 6, at www.saginawcounty.com/parks and
www.facebook.com/SaginawCountyParks.

Hard copies of the draft Recreation Plan will be available for
review on Tuesday, January 7, at the parks office and Hoyt
Library.

If you are interested in reviewing or submitting comments
regarding the draft Recreation Plan, please send written
comments by February 5, 2014 to: Saginaw County Parks and
Recreation Commission, 111 South Michigan Avenue, LL012,
Saginaw, MI 48602, email parks@saginawcounty.com OR come
to our meeting at 11:30 a.m. on February 6, 2014, at the
Saginaw County Governmental Center, 111 South Michigan
Avenue, Lower Level Room 006.

Questions? Call us at 989-790-5280 or email us at
parks@saginawcounty.com

Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Plan Survey
www.saginawcorecplan.com

Like - Comment - Share

Pin it

Found on saginawcounty.com

Saginaw Parks = 7 weeks ago

www.saginawcorecp... to complete the survey now.

Our Recreation Plan survey closes at the end of business today. Go to

E Saginaw County Parks 4 Follow

Master Plan survey closes at 5pm
today. saginawcorecplan.com More
details on our website re: results
saginawcounty.com/parks

*Reply €3 Retwoel

Don't miss any updates from Saginaw County Parks

Sign up
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County of Saginaw, Michigan

News You can Use

*Trail Update (1/10/14):
Price Nature Center, Saginaw Valley Rail Trail (Van Wormer Road to Stroebel Road),
Ringwood Forest and Imerman Park trails have been groomed! Enjoy!

*Recreation Plan:

Click here to view the draft Recreation Plan.
Hard copies of the draft will be available for review on Tuesday, January 7, at the Parks office and
at Hoyt Library.

If you are interested in submitting comments regarding the draft, please send written comments
by Wednesday, February 5 to:

Saginaw County Parks & Recreation, 111 South Michigan Avenue, Saginaw, MI 48602
OR
parks@saginawcounty.com

OR
come to our meeting at 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, February 6 at the Saginaw County Governmental
Center, 111 South Michigan Avenue, Lower Level Room 006.

e i Ly 1

Saginaw County Parks
January 6 @

The draft of the Recreation Plan is available! It's posted here:
www.saginawcounty.com/parks

Take a look at it and let us know if you have comments. You
can mail written comments to: Saginaw County Parks &
Recreation, email written comments to
parks@saginawcounty.com or come to our meeting at 11:30
am on Thursday, February 6 at Saginaw County Governmental
Center, 111 South Michigan Avenue, Lower Level 006,
Questions? Call us at 989-790-5280.

Like - Comment &1
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following day(days)
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On Thursday, February 6, 2014 My Commission Expnes, 10/03/2014
at 11:30 a.m. at the Saginaw Ac’ilng in the County of

County Governmental Center,
Lower Level Room 006, 111
South Michigan Avenue, Sag-
inaw, Ml 48602, the Saginaw
County Parks & Recreation
Commission will conduct a
public meeting on the

county’s Recreation
Plan. The plan evaluates
existing recreation opportuni-
ties, reviews public opinion
regarding parks and recrea-
tion, and proposes a five-year
action plan, and other related
items that the county wishes
to pursue. Copies of the draft
Recreation Plan are available
for review at the following
locations:

1) Saginaw County Parks and
Recreation Commission
Saginaw County
Governmental Center
111 South Michigan Avenue
Lower Level 012
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-790-5280
Hours: Monday-Friday
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

2) Hoyt Library

505 Janes Avenue

Saginaw, M| 48607

989-755-09

Hours: Monday-Thursday
:00 3.m.-9:00 p.m.

Friday & Saturday

9:00 a.m.-5.00 p.m.

Sunday 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

Electronic PDF version of the
draft Recreation Plan is
available at the following
locations:

1) wwwsagmawwunty com/

2) www fatebook com/
SaginawCountyParks

Written comments regarding
the plan should be submitted
by February 5, 2014 to:

John Schmude, Director
Saginaw County Parks

and Recreation
111 South Mict ug%n Ave, LL012

Phone: 989-790-5280
Fax: 989-790-5284
Email:
parks(@saginawcounty.com -,
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SOURCES OF RECREATION GRANT FUNDING IN MICHIGAN

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF)
e Match requirement — minimum of 25%
e Development grants
Minimum Grant Request $15,000
Maximum Grant Request $300,000
e Acquisition grants
No minimum or maximum
e Goals of MNRTF Board
Resource Protection — very important
Water Access
Community Recreation
Urban Recreation
Economic Development
e Due annually on April 1
o www.michigan.gov/dnr

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCTF)

Administered by MNRTF

50% match required

Minimum grant request $30,000 ($60,000 project total)
Maximum grant request $100,000 ($200,000 project total)
Funds a wide variety of outdoor recreation projects
Applications due annually on April 1
www.michigan.gov/dnr

Michigan Recreation Passport Grant

o Administered by MNRTF
Focus is on improving and renovating existing parks
Minimum Grant Request - $7,500, Maximum $45,000
Applications due on April 1
For outdoor and indoor recreation projects
www.michigan.gov/dnr

Michigan Department of Transportation - Transportation Alternatives Program

e For non-motorized transportation (paths) and rehabilitation and operation of historic
transportation buildings, structures, or facilities (bridges, railroad depot, etc.)

e 20% minimum match required, 40% recommended

¢ FEligible applicants include county road commissions, cities, and villages. Other
organizations may sponsor applications (i.e. County Road Commission or local MDOT
office sponsors a township application)

+ Rolling on-line application process

e www.michigan.gov/mdot Go to “Projects and Programs™.
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Great Lakes Fisheries Trust (GLFT)

Objective — improve or create shore-based Great Lakes recreational access.
Must be located on the Great lakes or lower portions of major tributaries
Matching funds not required but projects with local funding will be favored.
Relatively simple application form and requirements

Due in August/September

www.glft.org

Michigan Coastal Management Grants
Objectives
- Protect, manage and restore coastal communities and habitats
- Restore historic structures
- Revitalize urban waterfronts
- Increase recreational opportunities along Michigan’s Great Lakes coast
e Applicant must be a coastal unit of government
e Maximium grant request - $50,000
¢ Match requirements — 50% (some flexibility in match for non-construction projects that
result in changes to local master plans or zoning ordinances, regional greenways, or
include conservation planning)
¢ Eligible projects
o Studies, Designs and Land Use Plans — must have a direct connection to coastal
planning and/or resource protection.
o Construction — boardwalks, trails, lighthouse preservation, habitat restoration,
scenic overlook, etc.
¢ Due annually on May 1
¢ www.michigan.gov/deqcoastal

Other grant programs to consider:

Coastal Program — Great Lakes — US Fish and Wildlife Service
¢ Grants to conserve fish and wildlife and their habitats and to support healthy coastal
ecosystems
¢ Rolling application process
¢ www.fws.gov/midwest/greatlakes/apply.htm

Specific sports and sports foundations

o United States Tennis Association (USTA)
- funding for tennis courts and programs
- www.usta.com

e Major League Baseball
- Baseball Tomorrow Fund
- www.baseballtomorrow.com

e United States Soccer
- www.ussoccerfoundation.org

2 L]



Safe Routes to School

e For projects near elementary and middle schools:

- Sidewalks

- Traffic calming and speed reduction

- Pedestrian and bicycle crossing improvements

- On-street and off-street bicycle facilities

- Off-street pedestrian facilities

- Traffic diversion improvements in the vicinity of schools
e Need to complete the safe routes planning process to apply
s www.saferoutesmichigan.org

Trust for Public Land (TPL)

e Conservation Transactions
TPL helps structure, negotiate, and complete land transactions that create parks,
playgrounds, and protected natural areas. TPL. serves as an independent agent, buying
land from willing landowners and then transferring it to public agencies, land trusts, or
other groups for protection. In some instances, TPL will protect land through
conservation easements, which restrict development but permit traditional uses such as
farming and ranching.

s www.iplorg

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) Nonpoint Source Pollution
Control Grants
¢ Must be part of a watershed management plan
e Projects aimed at reducing nonpoint source pollution (streambank and shoreline
stabilization, rain gardens, erosion control, conservation easements)
¢ 25% match required
¢ www.michigan.gov/deq - Go to”Water”, then “Surface Water” and then to “Non-point
Source Pollution™.

Community Foundations

Private Foundations and Endowments
Wickes Foundation
Strosacker Foundation
Gerstacker Foundations
Consumers Energy

KEEP IN MIND...

Match requirements can usually be in-kind services, donations, or cash,

Most grants are provided on a reimbursable basis.

Barrier free accessibility is usually required for improvement projects,

Multiple partners, multiple jurisdictions can be viewed favorably — think “regional”
projects.

Grant applications can be complicated, detailed and competitive. Make sure your grant
writer is familiar with the grant and funding source. Tearn as much as possible ahead of
time to know if your project has potential for funding,

3 APIceS
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SAGINAW COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
Minutes of Regular Meeting
Thursday, February 86, 2014

Chairman Averili called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. in rocm LLOO6 of the County
Governmental Cenier beginning with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roli Call: Averill, Chairman ..o e Present
Cammin, Vice-Chairman...........ccoooeiiii e, Present
Wendling, Secretary s ssmse s Present
] 1= o Present
HUMPUIES coemmmmmmmmmsmmmmmmomssmme s Present
MePhail . Present
Ml . Present
SANG SO v T S T R SR T Present
SHACK et e, Present
WillIams L. Present

10 Present/ 0 Absent
Also Present: Dan Power, Spicer Group, Rob Eggers, Spicer Group, Elaine Thompson, Interim
Director, Animal Conirol, Tom Kowalski, Parks Specialist, Cheryl Rytlewski, Office Manager,
Stephanie Wirtz, Outdoor Recreation and Event Coordinator, Tonya Huber, Assistant Director,
John Schmude, Director.

Moved by Humpula, supported by Cammin to receive and approve the minutes of the January
2014 Regular Meeting of the Commission. Motion carried.

Averill opened the public meeting on the estahlishment of the proposed Recreation Plan and
asked if there was anyone wishing to speak.

No one wished to speak at this time.

Schmude stated that Dan Power, Spicer Group will do a PowerPoint presentation at this time,
giving everyone a brief overview of the plan.

Power addressed the public input portion of the plan stating that there were 182 respondents to
the online survey and the majority of those respondents were particularly in favor of the
Saginaw Valley Rail Trail.

Power discussed future goals such as connecting trails, diverse recreational activities as well as
acquiring more park iand especially within the City of Saginaw.

Schmude stated that it is very important for the public fo understand how each line item is
backed up in the plan.

Schmude touched on the topic of requests from Chesaning regarding a trail in their area.
Schmude asked if we want to include the topic of a city park.
Allen discussed possible land available for the County Parks to acquire.

Cammin suggested making a list of potential properties to acquire.



Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Commission
Minutes of Regular Meeting 2-6-14
Page 2

The Commission discussed the January 22, 2014 communication from Andy Brady, Tri To
Finish, requesting use of Imerman Memorial Park on Sunday, December 21, 2014 to hold the
2™ annual Dashing Through The Snow event, to benefit the Saginaw Lighthouse Outreach
Mission and the Johnny Burke Children’s Foundation.

Moved by Merrill, supported by McPhail to approve the above request. Mction carried.

Schmude discussed the resulis of the Parks Millage Steering Committee that was held on
January 15, 2014.

Schmude explained that four options are being presented for consideration.
Huber gave a PowerPoint presentation outlining these options.

Huber also informed the Commission members of what else will be on the August ballot and
what each agency will be asking for.

Sangster asked if this information will be shown to others outside of the Parks Commission.
Huber stated that it will not unless someone makes a request to see it.

Huber showed the Commission the four options adding that a straight renewal will put us in the
red, adding that it would also affect the Grounds Maintenance Staff and the Outdocr Recreation

and Event Coordinator position.

Schmude stated that a straight renewal would have a snowball effect and could possibly result
in the loss of jobs.

Huber went on to explain the other options as well.

Discussion of possibly dropping entrance fees if an increase was approved was brought up.
Allen asked why drop entry fees.

Huber explained that it upsets patrons to pay enfry fees on top of paying faxes.

Huber thinks we would attract more patrons if we eliminated the fees and alsc explained how it
conflicts with programs.

Allen asked if we are looking fo sustain or locking at the future, adding that once you drop entry
fees it would be difficult to put them back in place in the future.

Stack stated that there is a high percentage of people who support Parks and Recreation and
would like to see Huber's presentation at County Services.

Stack commended Huber on her presentation.
The Commissioners shared their opinions regarding entry fees.

Huber stated that this would only be entry fees and that there are many ways o recoup this
money such as more boat and pavilion rentals.
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Schmude shared his concern about how many items are going to be on the August ballot.
Merrill stated that he likes the idea of dropping entry fees and taking over our own maintenance.
Allen questioned taking over all maintenance of the parks.

Huber explained how maintenance is billed out.

Schmude stated that outsourcing is also another option we could ook at.

Williams wants to know which option everyone thinks we should try for.

Averill said we should be positive and lean towards an increase.

McPhail thinks that the Saginaw Valley Rail Trail has increased our parks popularity.

Williams is questioning how we will sell an increase to the voters.

Allen suggests going for a renewal with a slight increase.

Moved by Allen, supported by Merrill to move forward with a renewal with slight increase of
.2942 mills.

Allen amended her motion to go to County Services and asking for the renewal with slight
increase after getting input from the County Controller, Robert Belleman. Motion carried.

Wirtz gave the Outdoor Recreation and Event Coordinators Report.

Results of Programs: Apple Mountain Discount Day-January 11™ — no numbers, Snowshoe/Ski
Hike-January 18" saw 17 participants, Birds of Prey-January 25" had a combined total of
approximately 100 people from the two shows, Snow Day for Dogs-February 5™ had 5 dogs in

attendance.
Wirtz passed around the draft of the spring program postcard asking for Commission approval.
Moved by Stack, supported by Sanger to approve the above request. Motion carried.

Wirtz stated that she had a meeting with the Community Foundation regarding seeking funding
for police officer bike patrols for the Saginaw Valley Rail Trail.

Huber gave the Assistant Director’s Report.

Huber reported that the Parks department has received a $500 grant from the Cooperative
Weed Management Area to apply towards the removal and management of Buckthorn around
the parking lot at Price Nature Center.

Huber stated that Tom Kowalski, Parks Specialist has been very busy removing snow at our
parks.
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Huber reported that the deadline for summer seasonal employment applications is just around
the corner and added that she has two more job fairs to attend, one af Northwood University on
February 18" and Central Michigan University on February 19,

Averill gave the second call for the public meeting on the establishment of the proposed
Recreation Plan and asked if there was anycne wishing to speak.

No one wished to speak at this time.

Averill stated that the hearing will remain open.

Schmude gave the Director's Report.

Schmude stated that he is working with the trails division staff at the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (MDNR) trying to get our reimbursement for maintaining the Harger Line

Trail in 2013 and negotiating a contract for 2014.

Schmude stated that Chuck Stack, Delana Aflen and John Sangster have all been reappointed
to the Parks Commission.

Schmude asked Averill to appoint the 2014 Nominating Committee.
Averill asked Brian Merrill, Daryl McPhal and Azola Williams to sit on this committee.
Moved by Sangster, supported by Williams

Moved by Sangster, supported by Williams to receive and consider Disbursement Voucher
Report for January FY2014. Motion carried.

Moved by Allen, supported by Williams to receive and consider the Budget Summary Report for
December FY2014. Motion carried.

Averill discussed the trail system that Freeland is currently working on and discussed the
phases of the plan.

Averill said thank you for letting her attend the Michigan Recreation and Parks Association
(MRPA) Cenference adding that it was very informative.

Stack said that Traverse City was used as a model for economic development and appreciated
being able to attend the MRPA Conference also.

Averill gave the third call for the public meeting on the establishment of the proposed Recreation
Plan and asked if there was anyone wishing to speak.

No one wished fo speak at this time.
Averill declared the hearing closed.

Moved by Merrill, supported by Allen to recommend that the Saginaw County Board of
Commissioners adopt the Recreation Plan, including the Resolution. Motion Carried.
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Hearing no further business, Chairman Averili requested a motion to adjourn. Moved by Merrill,
supported by Allen to adjourn the meeting at 12:45 p.m. Motion carried.
Submitted by: Approved by:

Brian Wendling Ruth Averill
Secretary Chairman



RESOLUTION
SAGINAW COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
COMMUNITY RECREATION PLAN 2014-2018

At a regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission of Saginaw County,
Michigan on Thursday February 6, 2014, the following members were present: Allen,
Averill, Cammin, Humpula, McPhail, Merrill, Sangster, Stack, Wendling and Williams.
The following resolution was offered by Merrill and supported by Allen.

WHEREAS, Saginaw County has undertaken a five-year Recreation Plan which
describes the physical features, existing recreation facilities, and the desired actions to be
taken to improve and maintain recreation facilities during the period between 2014 and
2018 and,

WHEREAS, an online input survey was made available to the public from December 13,
2013, through January 3, 2014, and

WHEREAS, a link to the draft of the Recreation Plan on the County Parks and
Recreation Commission webpage was also made available to the public which offered
them the opportunity for further public comment, and

WHEREAS, the draft Recreation Plan was made available for review and public
comment from January 6, 2014 to February 6, 2014, and

WHEREAS, a public meeting was held on February 6, 2014, at 11:30 am at the Saginaw
County Governmental Center to provide an opportunity for citizens to express opinions,
ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the Recreation Plan, and

WHEREAS, Saginaw County has developed the Recreation Plan for the benefit of the
entire community and wishes to use the plan as a document to assist in meeting the
recreation needs of the community,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commission adopt the Saginaw
County Parks and Recreation Commission Community Recreation Plan 2014-2018 as a
guide to future decision making and that the plan be transmitted to the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources. Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Commission
recommends that the Saginaw County Board of Commissioners adopt said Recreation
Plan.

Yeas: 10
Nays: 0
Absent: 0

Certification: I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the resolution adopted
by the Saginaw County Parks and Recreation Commission on this 6" day of February,
2014.

By: L A 6‘4——54«%

Brian Wendling, Secretary”




RESOLUTION “B”

FEBRUARY 18, 2014
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COUNTY OF SAGINAW
STATE OF MICHIGAN

RE: RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE SAGINAW COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION’S FIVE-
YEAR RECREATION PLAN FOR 2014-2018

At a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the County of Saginaw, State of Michigan, held in
the City of Saginaw on the 18th day of February, 2014 at 5:00 o'clock p.m.

PRESENT - Katie A. Greenfelder, Cheryl M. Hadsall, Michael 1. Hanley, Kirk W. Kilpatrick, Dennis H. Krafft,
Susan A. Mcinerney, Carl E. Ruth, Charles M. Stack, lames G. Theisen, Robert M. Woods, Jr., Patrick A.
Wurtzel

ABSENT - None

Commissioner Ruth offered the following resolution and moved its adoption. The motion was seconded
by Commissioner Wurtzel:

WHEREAS, Saginaw County has undertaken a five-year Recreation Plan which describes the physical
features, existing recreation facilities, and the desired actions to be taken to improve and maintain
recreation facilities during the period between 2014 and 2018; and

WHEREAS, an online input survey was made availabie to the public from December 13, 2013, through
January 3, 2014; and

WHEREAS, a link to the draft of the Recreation Plan on the County Parks and Recreation Commission
webpage was also made available to the public which offered them the opportunity for further public
comment, and

WHEREAS, the draft Recreation Plan was made available for review and public comment from lanuary 6,
2014 to February 6, 2014; and

WHEREAS, a public meeting was held on February 6, 2014, at 11:30 am at the Saginaw County
Governmental Center to provide an opportunity for citizens to express opinicns, ask guestions, and

discuss all aspects of the Recreation Plan; and

WHEREAS, Saginaw County has developed the Recreation Plan for the henefit of the entire community
and wishes to use the plan as a document to assist in meeting the recreation needs of the community.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, on this day that the Saginaw County Parks and Recreation
Commission recommends that the Saginaw County Board of Commissioners adopt said Recreation Plan.

Respectfully submitted,

SAGINAW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Michael J. Hanley, Chair



Yeas: - Katie A. Greenfelder, Cheryl M. Hadsall, Michael 1. Hanley, Kirk W. Kilpatrick, Dennis H. Krafft,
Susan A. Mcinerney, Carl E. Ruth, Charles M. Stack, James G. Theisen, Robert M. Woods, Jr., Patrick A.
Whurtzel - 11

Nays: -0

Absent: -0

TOTAL: 11

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
}ss

COUNTY OF SAGINAW }

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting County Clerk of the County of Saginaw, do herehy
certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Saginaw County
Board of Commissioners at a regular meeting held on the 18th day of February, 2014. | further certify
that notice of the meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with Act No. 267, Michigan Public
Acts of 1976, as amended.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto affixed my official signature and seal this 18th day of February,
2014,

for
te L_/
Susan Kaltenbach, ‘County Clerk
County of Saginaw SEAL
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2012

Date Program Location Time |Attnedance
Tuesday, January 17, 2012 Birds of Prey Fleschner 6:30-7:30 90
Saturday, January 21, 2012 Ski Or Shoe Price 10-11:30 3
Saturday, January 28, 2012 Birds of Prey Butman-Fish 1&3 50
Saturday, February 11, 2012 Ski or Shoe Price 10-11:30 3
Monday, February 13, 2012 Winter Romp Imerman 5-6:30 15
Saturday, February 18, 2012 Apple Mountain Discount Day Apple Mountain 4-close 80
Saturday, February 25, 2012 Ice Blast Hoyt Park 100
Saturday, February 25, 2012 Polar Plunge Haithco 500
Saturday, March 10, 2012 Photo Hike Imerman 1lam-1pm 14
Monday, March 12, 2012 Winter Romp Imerman 5-6:30 20
Monday, April 16, 2012 Intro to Geocaching Ringwood 6-7:30 5
Tuesday, April 24, 2012 Leave No Trace Price 6-7:30 6
Monday, April 30, 2012 Basic Survival Skills Ringwood 6-7:30 3
Tuesday, May 08, 2012 Outdoor Cooking Imerman 6-7:30 25
Thursday, May 17, 2012 Soggy Doggy Haithco 5-6:30 50
Thursday, May 24, 2012 Intro to Geocaching Imerman 6-7:30 7
Thursday, May 31, 2012 Basic Survival Skills Imerman 6-7:30 8
Tuesday, June 05, 2012 Yoga on the Beach Haithco 7-8a 6
Thursday, June 07, 2012 Zumba on the Beach Haithco 7-8a 5
Saturday, June 09, 2012 Catch Haithco 8-1p 180
Tuesday, June 12, 2012 Yoga on the Beach Haithco 7-8a 5
Tuesday, June 12, 2012 Playdate: Bubbles! Imerman 10-11:30 40
Thursday, June 14, 2012 Zumba on the Beach Haithco 7-8a 4
Saturday, June 16, 2012 Lake Swim Morning Haithco 8:30-10:15 5
Tuesday, June 19, 2012 Yoga on the Beach Haithco 7-8a 5
Tuesday, June 19, 2012 Playdate: Mud! Imerman 10-11:30 40
Thursday, June 21, 2012 Zumba on the Beach Haithco 7-8a 4
Tuesday, June 26, 2012 Yoga on the Beach Haithco 7-8a 5
Monday, June 27, 2011 Dog Days of Summer Imerman 6:30-8 40
Wednesday, June 27, 2012 Jammin' Dulcimers Haithco 7-9p 200
Thursday, June 28, 2012 Zumba on the Beach Haithco 7-8a 4
Saturday, June 30, 2012 Lake Swim Morning Haithco 8:30-10:15 5
Tuesday, July 10, 2012 Playdate: Pirates! Imerman 10-11:30 70
Wednesday, July 11, 2012 Dog Days of Summer Imerman 6:30-8 40
Tuesday, July 17, 2012 Kayaking 101 Haithco 6-7p 7
Wednesday, July 18, 2012 Recreation 101 Haithco 5-7:30 100
Saturday, July 21, 2012 Lake Swim Morning Haithco 8:30-10:15 5
Tuesday, July 24, 2012 Playdate: Bugs! Imerman 10-11:30 80
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 Dog Days of Summer Imerman 6:30-8 40
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 Jammin' Dulcimers Haithco 8-9p 100
Tuesday, July 31, 2012 Kayaking 101 Haithco 6-7p 7
Thursday, August 02, 2012 Music in the Park-Traeder Borchard 11:30-1:30 15
Saturday, August 04, 2012 Lake Swim Morning Haithco 8:30-10:15 8
Tuesday, August 07, 2012 Playdate: Pudding! Imerman 10-11:30 50
Wednesday, August 08, 2012 Dog Days of Summer Imerman 6:30-8 40
Tuesday, August 14, 2012 Kayaking 101 Haithco 6-7p 3
Saturday, August 18, 2012 Lake Swim Morning Haithco 8:30-10:15 8
Saturday, August 18, 2012 Kayaking 101 Haithco 11-12p 3
Tuesday, August 21, 2012 Playdate: Monsters! Imerman 10-11:30 70
Tuesday, August 21, 2012 Children's Fun Day Haithco 5-7:30 700
Wednesday, August 22, 2012 Dog Days of Summer Imerman 6:30-8 20
Tuesday, August 28, 2012 Kayaking 101 Haithco 6-7p 3
Wednesday, August 29, 2012 Jammin' Dulcimers Haithco 7-9p 100
Thursday, August 30, 2012 Music In The Park-Bob Hausler Borchard 11:30-1:30 40
Saturday, September 01, 2012 |Lake Swim Morning Haithco 8:30-10:15 8
Saturday, September 01, 2012 |Kayaking 101 Haithco 11-12p 3
Thursday, September 06, 2012 |Soggy Doggy Haithco 5-6:30 50
Tuesday, September 11, 2012 |Intro to Geocaching Ringwood 6-7:30 5
Thursday, September 20, 2012 |Outdoor Cooking Imerman 6-8p 20
Tuesday, October 02, 2012 Intro to Paddleboarding Haithco 5:30-7 5
Tuesday, October 09, 2012 Backpacking Imerman 5:30-7 8
Friday, October 12, 2012 Zombie Survival School Price 6-7:30 83
Sunday, October 14, 2012 Grand Experience Mackinac Island 27
Saturday, October 20, 2012 Live Bats Fleschner 11-12:30 75
Saturday, October 20, 2012 Live Bats Butman Fish 1-2:30 150
Sunday, October 21, 2012 Golf Cart Rides Rail Trail 11-4p 26
Wednesday, October 24, 2012 |Howl-O-Ween Imerman 5:30-6:30 40
Saturday, November 10, 2012 Birds of Prey Butman Fish 1&3 100
Friday, December 14, 2012 Holiday Hike Imerman 5-7:30 20

Total 3656
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Map of the Tri-County Regional Path Study
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